Minutes of the City/County Joint Airport Board Special Meeting of September 6, 2012.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kerry LaDuke, Chairman
Don Wilson
Dennis Skattum
Ray Sundling
Jerri Miller, Secretary

OTHERS PRESENT: Marty Malone, Randy Taylor and Jim Durgan, County Commissioners
Mike Inman, Senior Planner; Shannan Piccolo, Deputy Civil Attorney; Mark
Westenskow, CTA Engineer;

The meeting was called to order by Chairman LaDuke at 11:00 am. As this is a special meeting called to
present and discuss the County’s request for a variance at the Gardiner Airport, no other business will
be conducted at this meeting.

The agenda for this meeting was set by the County Planning Office. Public comment will be allowed at
each topic of discussion.

Mike Inman, Senior Planner for Park County submitted a variance request for the installation of a trash
compactor and building below the south end of the Airport runway where the current green boxes lie.
The request (copy attached) states a hardship by the County because there is a bird and wildlife issue at
the current site. A bear was destroyed this past year because it continually accessed the green box site
looking for food and creating a danger to the people of Gardiner who use the green boxes. The new
compactor would provide more efficient and effective solid waste management, eliminate the need for
general traffic to cross the end of the runway, mitigate impacts to wildlife and minimize wildlife
attractants.

In past meeting discussions, Option #1 was thought to be a viable alternate. It had provisional approval
from the FAA. It would have placed the building alongside Highway 89, and it was determined by the
Commissioners and the general public in Gardiner that this option would destroy the scenic beauty of
the North Entrance for Yellowstone Park and the town of Gardiner.

Marty Malone added that the preferred site building would be below the runway, and should not
detract from the view.

Randy Taylor said the fact that it is a compactor would cut down on the traffic into the green box site.
Jim Durgan said that although he understands the Board’s position, he still recommends the original site
and feels that it would not pose a threat.

Mike Inman referred to Page 17, Section 2 of the AAA, “land use in areas” as providing for avoiding high-
probability areas of concentrated use by people as well as those contributing to increased areas of
noise, fumes, vibrations and other effects that differ from the normal. All other uses are prohibited
except conditional uses for which a variance is applied for.

Kerry LaDuke pointed out that Page 11, #5a specifies that the runway protection area allows no
buildings of any kind. Airport Board member Don Wilson questioned the overall height of the building.
Mike Inman stated it would be at or below the current level of the runway. Wilson questioned the
hours of operation and Inman said that is not known as of yet. Wilson said he sat on the seat (wide



spot) on Labor Day and watched 11 vehicles access the green boxes in a 45 minute period, and
questioned past statements saying that completion of the compactor site would cut down on the
amount of traffic.

Mike Inman read several e-mails which were received by his office since this meeting was noticed. The
majority of these e-mails came from the business community in Gardiner, and all were in support of the
construction of the compactor at the current site of the green boxes.

Kerry LaDuke explained how the right-of-way easement from the State of Montana came about—a
$30,000 grant from the Montana Aeronautics Board and a $68,350 loan from Intercap. Additionally, a
Special Use Permit was received from the US Dept. of Agriculture. Both permits are specific to the land
being used strictly for an airport.

Again, the question of the height of the building and exactly where it would be situated was brought up.
Don Wilson stated his concern would be for the safety of the flying public as well as the general
population’s safety. Ray Sundling questioned if the safety of County employees who operate the site
had been taken into consideration.

Kerry LaDuke reiterated the Airport Board findings at our regular August meeting regarding the project.
They are: The Site is not compatible with an airport operation

Solid Waste sites are a bird and other wildlife attractions

The application does not address the FAA Advisory Circular 150/5200-33B

The project will attract the public to the runway protection zone and finally,

There are other locations available

Marty Malone stated that hours and days of operation would be heavily controlled and would greatly
limit access from the current 24 hrs./day.

Mark Westenskow said the noise should not be an issue and that the building height is somewhat
negotiable at this time.

Ray Sundling moved, Dennis Skattum seconded, that the proposal be extended to the regular meeting of
the Airport Board on September 25, 2012. The motion carried. The Airport Board meeting will be held
at noon at Mission Field.

Jerri Miller requested copies of Mike Inman’s notes and will attach them to these minutes. There being
no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 12:50 pm.



