
 
 

Park County Commission Meeting Minutes 
Week of May 2 – 6, 2011 

Park County, Montana 
 

 
 
May 2, 2011 
Review of Daily Correspondence / Agenda and Briefing on Current County Projects 
 
@8:36:47 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present were 
Raea Morris, administrative assistant; Philip Fletcher, community development; and 
Minutes Clerk John Mueller.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to review the daily agenda and correspondence. 
 
April 28, 2011, correspondence included: 
 

• Memo email re. Gallatin/Park economic development effort 
• Memo re. May 2 juvenile detention meeting - To Commissioner Durgan for 

review 
• Memo document re. city/county library payments 
• Memo document re. Cooke City fire department nominations 
• Memo email re. Gardiner runway materials 
• Memo email re. PublicSurplus.com form 
• Memo email re. IBMP comments 
• Memo advertisement re. YGM HVAC RFB 
• Memo email re. EDD options 
• Memo email re. Board of Health county attorney violation letter 

  
April 29, 2011, correspondence included:   
 

• Memo email re. 911 Communications meeting 
• Memo email re. May 24 Cooke City conditional use Planning and Zoning 

Commission meeting 
• Memo document re. Cooke City radio site addendum 
• Memo letter re. citizen bison opinion 
• Memo letter re. citizen bison opinion 
• Memo document re. City/County meeting agenda 
• Memo document re. fourth quarter oil and natural gas production tax 
• Memo email re. PublicSurplus.com link on county website 

 
Commissioner Malone reported on an April 29 site visit to Cooke City and Gardiner.  
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Community Development Director Philip Fletcher asked if Road Supervisor Ed Hillman 
could provide an estimate for building a bike trail from Tom Miner to Gardiner.  Fletcher 
said the USDA said the Cooke City Water District is not following its contract.  
 
@9:13:44 a.m., Durgan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Malone seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 2, 2011 
Signing of Resolution to Repeal Resolution #s 1022, 1023, and 1024 Restricting Access 
to 9th Street Island and Declaring a State of Emergency 
 
@9:14:03 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present were 
Shannan Piccolo, civil deputy county attorney; Philip Fletcher, community development; 
and Minutes Clerk John Mueller.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to sign a resolution to repeal Resolutions #s 1022, 1023 and 
1024 restricting access to 9th Street Island and declaring a state of emergency. 
 
Commissioner Malone said Resolution #1022 restricts access to 9th Street Island via the 
bridge, Resolution #1023 established an emergency fund for a state of emergency and 
Resolution #1024 restricts access from 9th Street Island to Siebeck Island via an isthmus.  
 
Commissioner Malone made a motion to sign Resolution #1094 that repeals Resolutions 
#1022, 1023 and 1024.  Commissioner Durgan seconded that motion.  Motion passed.  
 
@9:19:51 a.m., Malone made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Durgan seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 2, 2011 
Review of Minutes for Weeks of April 25, 2011 
 
@10:11:44 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present was 
Minutes Clerk John Mueller.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to review minutes for the Week of April 25, 2011. 
 
Commissioner Malone requested a revision to Page 10 of 12; second to last paragraph, 
the last sentence should read, “Taylor said the board voted at its March 22, 2011, meeting 
to reappoint board member Ray Sundling to a four-year term to commence January 1, 
2011, and run through December 31, 2014.” 
 
Commissioner Durgan requested a revision to Page 4 of 12; third from last paragraph, the 
first sentence should read, “Citizen Ken Vennes said he is present in representation of the 
Town of Wilsall.”   
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Commissioner Taylor requested revisions to Pages 6 and 8 of 12, noting the correct 
spellings of Keith “Neal” and John “Burdick.” 
 
Commissioner Malone made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected.  Commissioner 
Durgan seconded that motion.  Motion passed.  
 
@10:13:59 a.m., Malone made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Durgan seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 2, 2011 
 
12:00 P.M. - Community Networking - Livingston Job Service 
 
May 2, 2011 
Discussion with Gallatin Mental Health Regarding Crisis Response and Emergency 
Detention Utilization and Fiscal Year 2012 Funds 
 
@1:32:39 p.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present were 
Shannan Piccolo, civil deputy county attorney; Jaime Grundner, Hope House; Scott 
Malloy, Gallatin Mental Health; John Beck, The Mental Health Center; and Minutes 
Clerk John Mueller.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to discuss crisis response utilization, emergency detention 
and Fiscal Year 2012 funds with Gallatin Mental Health.  
 
Scott Malloy of Gallatin Mental Health provided the Commission with funding figures 
through the third quarter for the Crisis Response Team (CRT) and emergency detention 
services at Hope House.  Malloy said CRT emergency evaluations have increased over 
the last three years, as have mentioned or attempted suicides at the time of evaluation.  
He said there have been 11 emergency detentions at the Hope House through three 
quarters this year compared to 24 last year.  Malloy said he will return in late May or 
early June to make a funding request for increased CRT support. 
 
John Beck of the Mental Health Center said a grant was obtained for first responders in 
Park County for crisis intervention training for law enforcement, CISM training and 
assistance with suicide prevention and intervention training.   
 
@1:59:29 p.m., Malone made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Durgan seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
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May 2, 2011 
Signing of Resolution to Repeal Resolution #1028 Prohibiting Fireworks on 9th Street 
Island 
 
@2:32:34 p.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present were 
Shannan Piccolo, civil deputy county attorney; Dann Babcox, PCRFD#1; and Minutes 
Clerk John Mueller.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to sign a resolution to repeal Resolution #1028 prohibiting 
fireworks on 9th Street Island. 
 
Civil Deputy County Attorney Shannan Piccolo said there is no longer a need for the 
resolution banning fireworks on 9th Street Island since the bridge is built and fire trucks 
can again access the island.  
 
Commissioner Malone made a motion to repeal Resolution #1028.  Commissioner 
Durgan seconded that motion.  Motion passed.   
 
@2:33:42 p.m., Malone made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Durgan seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 3, 2011 
 
8:00 A.M. – City/County Meeting – Community Room 
 
May 3, 2011 
Daily Correspondence/Agenda and Briefing on Current County Projects 
 
@8:30 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners Chambers.  
Commissioners Durgan and Taylor were present.  Also present were Raea Morris, 
administrative assistant; Ed Hillman, road; and Kevin Bales, Crazy Mountain Ranch.  No 
public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to review the daily agenda and correspondence. 
 
Correspondence included: 
 

• Memo re. Park County buildings lighting survey 
• Memo re. airport interim access 
• Memo re. May 10 countywide weed board meeting 
• Memo from superintendent of schools re. proposed school changes 
• Memo re. community development director Fleshman Creek RFQ status report 
• Memo re. May 3 RC&D mission meeting 
• Memo re. electronic recycling statistics 
• Memo from DES re. road projects requiring road closure or delay 
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• Memo document re. maintenance work request 
• Memo re. Clyde Park fire board appointments 
• Memo email re. Helena district CTAB meeting 
• Memo mail re. Qwest property Swingley Road damage claim 
• Memo email re. May 4 9th Street Island Bridge paving 
• Memo email re. Billman Lane road condition 
• Memo re. county facilities renovation services 

 
@8:48 a.m., Durgan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Taylor seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 3, 2011 
County Road Updates 
 
@9:00 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners Chambers.  
Commissioners Durgan and Taylor were present.  Also present were Ed Hillman, road; 
Belinda Van Nurden, DES; and Kevin Bales, Crazy Mountain Ranch.  No public 
comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to discuss county road issues. 
 
Kevin Bales of Crazy Mountain Ranch said the ranch plans to apply magnesium chloride 
to Rock and Hammond Creek Roads on May 20 and asked Road Supervisor Ed Hillman 
if the county road crew can have Rock Creek Road prepared for that application.  
Hillman said he will know whether crewmen will be available to prepare the road closer 
to May 20.  Bales said he needs an estimate from the county regarding sharing of road 
work costs.   
 
The Commission told Hillman he needs to move repair of Merrill Lane potholes to the 
top of his priority list.   
 
DES Coordinator Belinda Van Nurden reported on a May 11 emergency response 
training at Crazy Mountain Ranch. 
 
@9:36 a.m., Durgan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Taylor seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 3, 2011 
 
9:00 A.M. – Resource Area Conservation Meeting – Columbus, MT – Commissioner Malone 
attended 
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May 3, 2011 
Human Resources Updates 
 
@9:37 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners Chambers.  
Commissioners Durgan and Taylor were present.  Also present was Jill Ouellette, HR.  
No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to discuss activities in the Human Resources Department. 
 
Human Resources Analyst Jill Ouellette said the county’s union representative said the 
Commission would not be setting past practice precedence by giving PCSO deputies one-
time allotments of up to $50 for hand and eye personal protective equipment per a Safety 
Committee vote.  She said she will submit signed, written notification of the Safety 
Committee’s decision of allotment to the PCSO.   
 
Ouellette said she will post a roving green box attendant job position.  She provided the 
Commission with the dollar figures other Montana counties are paying into employee 
insurance benefit plans, an employee suggestion box suggestion, employee information 
about medical issues and working vacations, a report of completed JSA reports and a 
report on preparations for a May 5 mandatory training day.   
 
@10:03 a.m., Durgan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Taylor seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 3, 2011 
 
1:00 P.M. – RC&D Meeting – Park County Library – Commissioner Durgan attended 
 
May 4, 2011 
Review of Daily Correspondence / Agenda and Briefing on Current County Projects 
 
@8:34:25 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present were 
Shannan Piccolo, civil deputy county attorney; Ed Hillman, road; and Minutes Clerk John 
Mueller.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to review the daily agenda and correspondence. 
 
Correspondence included: 
 

• Memo document re. county cash status 
• Memo document re. county auditor semi-annual department report 
• Memo document re. district court certified list of warrants 
• Memo documents re. tax appeal board receipts 
• Memo document re. postage log 
• Memo document re. floodgate approval 
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• Memo resolution #1095 
• Memo document re. RGO deficiency report 
• Memo email re. maintenance man work schedule 
• Memo email re. Montana Community Airports Association fall convention 
• Memo email re. RFQ for parks and trails master plan - Forward to Fletcher 
• Memo email re. Miller Street stop sign and road sign 
• Memo agenda re. May 4 parks board meeting 
• Memo document re. Iron Cap Mining LLC east fork of Emigrant Creek 
• Memo document re. engineering RFQ 
• Memo document re. MACo brownfields one-day workshop 
• Memo email re. May 24 Cooke City Planning and Zoning Commission meeting 
• Memo email re. Library snipits 
• Memo email re. juvenile probation bracelets 
• Memo email re. County Silo training dates  

 
Commissioner Durgan reported on a May 3 RC&D board meeting.  
 
Commissioner Malone reported on a May 3 Resource Area Conservation meeting.  
 
Commissioner Taylor said Weed Department personnel are cleaning trash from Ray 
Sundling’s fence line and irrigation ditch below the landfill.  Taylor said four loads of hot 
patch were applied to Old Clyde Park Road on May 3.   
 
@9:13:06 a.m., Durgan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Malone seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 4, 2011 
 
9:00 A.M. - Claims Review- Commission Chambers 
 
May 4, 2011 
Consider Decision on Cooperating with Gallatin County in a Joint EDD 
 
@9:40:24 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present were 
Shannan Piccolo, civil deputy county attorney; and Minutes Clerk John Mueller.  No 
public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to consider a decision on cooperating with Gallatin County in 
a joint Economic Development District (EDD). 
 
Commissioner Malone said he, Community Development Department Director Philip 
Fletcher and Gallatin County officials Earl Mathers and Joe Skinner met on April 28 to 
discuss issues and concerns with the proposition of Gallatin and Park Counties joining in 
an EDD.  Malone said the Commission is going to use some of Fletcher’s time and 
Gallatin County will use time of their two planners to conduct EDD efforts.  He said 
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joining forces will enable both counties to complete Citizen Economic Development 
Surveys.  
 
Commissioner Malone made a motion to cooperate with Gallatin County to form an 
EDD.  Commissioner Durgan seconded that motion.  Motion passed.  
 
@9:43:50 a.m., Durgan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Malone seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 4, 2011 
Rural Fire #1 District Trustee Election Canvass 
 
@10:00:41 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present were 
Rhonda Winge, chief deputy clerk and recorder; and Minutes Clerk John Mueller.  No 
public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to canvass Park County Rural Fire District #1 (PCRFD#1) 
trustee election results. 
 
Chief Deputy Clerk and Recorder Rhonda Winge said 1,070 official ballots were counted 
and the cost to PCRFD#1 for the election will be around $4,000. 
 
Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor canvassed election results, which showed 
Citizens Larry Blakely and Jeff Schoenen were elected as trustees. 
  
Commissioner Malone made a motion to accept the result of the Rural 1 Fire District 
electing Larry Blakely and Jeff Schoenen as fire trustees for three-year terms.  
Commissioner Durgan seconded that motion.  Motion passed. 
 
@10:10:05 a.m., Malone made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Durgan seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 4, 2011 
Consider Vacating a Filed Subdivision Plat for Barbara Todd Minor Subdivision 
 
@11:00:44 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present were 
Shannan Piccolo, civil deputy county attorney; Mike Inman, community development; 
Denise Nelson, clerk and recorder; Karl Knuchel, attorney; and Minutes Clerk John 
Mueller.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to consider vacating a filed subdivision plat for the Barbara 
Todd Minor Subdivision. 
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Subdivision Administrator Mike Inman said the subdivision in question was approved 
and filed in 2007 as a five-lot minor along the Yellowstone River off East River Road.  
Inman said the subdivision bonded out for roads at filing of the plat, and it was 
discovered the roads were put in in the wrong locations.  He said the owner of the entire 
subdivision wants to vacate the plat so the roads can be moved or the plat amended to 
legally locate roads and bring them to county subdivision standards. 
  
Civil Deputy County Attorney Shannan Piccolo said the county can vacate the plat as 
long as there is one owner, no deeds were transferred and there are no agreements 
between adjoining property owners.  She said vacating the plat would allow the county to 
release the bond back to Barbara Todd to rectify the road situation.  
 
Clerk and Recorder Denise Nelson said the county must pass a resolution to vacate the 
subdivision and denote the vacation on the plat.   
 
Commissioner Malone made a motion to vacate the filed plat for Subdivision #422 
Barbara Todd subdivision and sign the resolution after drafted by the civil deputy county 
attorney.  Commissioner Durgan seconded that motion.  Motion passed.  
 
@11:06:16 a.m., Durgan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Malone seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 4, 2011 
 
1:30 P.M. – City/County Compact – Community Room – Commissioner Taylor attended 
 
May 4, 2011 
Signing of Resolution Setting Forth Policy for the Allocations of the YRRE Funds 
 
@2:06:38 p.m., Commissioner Malone called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present were 
Shannan Piccolo, civil deputy county attorney; Jerry Brekke, historian; Larry Lahren, 
citizen; Audrey Dodge, Emigrant Cemetery Board; Wes Venteicher, Livingston 
Enterprise; and Minutes Clerk John Mueller.  
 
The meeting was scheduled to sign a resolution setting forth policy for allocation of 
Yellowstone River Ranch Estates (YRRE) funds. 
 
Commissioner Malone said resolutions addressing YRRE funds were reviewed and 
modified to tighten up language after the last meeting on the subject.  
 
There was discussion about the amount of YRRE funds to be allotted to Chico and 
Emigrant Cemetery work through the county historian budget.  Commissioner Durgan 
said that budget can be amended for more or less funds after a base figure is set. 
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Historian Jerry Brekke said the upfront costs of some of the first projects with the two 
cemeteries may be expensive.  Brekke said a survey is necessary upfront for the Emigrant 
Cemetery and a landowner may donate adjacent lands.  He asked if historical projects 
will come in that will use up the YRRE funds.  Commissioner Taylor said the funds will 
not be expended faster than approved by the Commission. 
 
Citizen Larry Lahren said he would consider putting $50,000 into the historian budget at 
this time to cover any land transfer, survey and ground-penetrating radar on a not-to-
exceed basis to avoid another allocation process.  He said a proposed cemetery budget 
was submitted to Community Development Director Philip Fletcher at Fletcher’s request 
after an onsite meeting with Cindy Connors, which equated to $25,000 to $30,000 for 
each cemetery.  Lahren said the budget contained figures based on a needs assessment 
completed at the request of Fletcher.  Lahren said the YRRE funds are not taxpayers’ 
money, as they were obtained by the county as an exchange for the value of abandonment 
of a county road.  He said it was a resource trade, not a taxpayer-funded subsidy.   
 
Citizen Audrey Dodge said the Emigrant Cemetery committee does not have a budget put 
together at this time.  Dodge asked if it would be acceptable to put half of the 
approximately $61,000 funds in the historian’s budget as a starting point.  
 
Durgan said he would hate to put the major part of the fund in the historian’s budget.  He 
said he feels there may be matching funds available for use with the funds.  Lahren said 
he does not recall the MOU stating the funds were to be used as matching funds.  
 
Commissioner Durgan made a motion the resolution is approved with a base of $40,000.  
The motion died due to a lack of a second.  
 
Commissioner Malone made a motion Resolution #1097 is approved with a base of 
$32,500.  Commissioner Taylor seconded that motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Taylor said he does not want to exhaust the fund.  He said the 
Commission is not saying “no” to $40,000, and the historian can come in with additional 
requests for funds.  
 
@2:45:14 p.m., Malone made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Durgan seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 4, 2011 
 
3:00 P.M. – Parks and Recreation Board – West Room – Meeting minutes available in the 
Community Development Department 
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May 4, 2011 
Signing of Resolution Establishing and Ratifying All Past Actions of the Park County 
Weed Board 
 
@3:00 p.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners Chambers.  
Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present was Shannan 
Piccolo, civil deputy county attorney.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to sign a resolution to establish and ratify all past actions of 
the Park County Weed Board. 
 
Civil Deputy County Attorney Shannan Piccolo said a resolution was not found 
establishing the Park County Weed Board.   
 
Commissioner Durgan made a motion the Commission pass Resolution #1098 
establishing the Park County Weed board and ratifying all past actions of the Weed 
Board.  Commissioner Malone seconded that motion.  Motion passed. 
 
@3:02:30 p.m., Malone made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Durgan seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 4, 2011 
First Reading of Ordinance Repealing Ordinance #21 Regulating Use of Bailey Bridge 
 
@3:31:13 p.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan, Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present were 
Shannan Piccolo, civil deputy county attorney; and Minutes Clerk John Mueller.  No 
public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled as a first reading of an ordinance repealing Ordinance #21 
regulating use of the Bailey bridge. 
 
In a first reading, Commissioner Taylor read into the record the proposed ordinance 
repealing Ordinance #21, which regulated use of the temporary Bailey bridge to the 9th 
Street Island.   
 
Commissioner Malone made a motion to sign for the first reading of the ordinance 
repealing Ordinance #21.  Commissioner Durgan seconded that motion.  Motion passed.  
 
@3:34:01 p.m., Malone made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Durgan seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
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May 4, 2011 
Budget Workshop for FY 2012 
 
@4:02:42 p.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Malone and Taylor were present.  Also present were Marilyn 
Hartley, accounting; and Minutes Clerk John Mueller.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled as a Fiscal Year 2012 budget workshop 
 
Assistant Finance Director Marilyn Hartley provided the Commission with an update of 
the county’s permissible levy. 
 
@4:12:59 p.m., Malone made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Taylor seconded that 
motion.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
May 5, 2011 
 
No Commission Meetings Scheduled 
 
Mandatory Employee Safety Training Day 
 
May 6, 2011 
 
No Commission Meetings Scheduled 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Randy Taylor, R.S. 
Chairman, Park County Commission  
Park County, Montana 
 
 
 
Denise Nelson 
Clerk & Recorder 
Park County, Montana 


