
 
 

Park County Commission Meeting Minutes 
Week of September 26 – 30, 2011 

Park County, Montana 
 

 
 
September 26, 2011 
 
No Commission Meetings Scheduled 
 
Montana Association of Counties (MACo) Annual Conference – Best Western Grantree 
Inn, Bozeman 
 
September 27, 2011 
 
No Commission Meetings Scheduled 
 
MACo Annual Conference – Best Western Grantree Inn, Bozeman 
 
12:00 P.M. – City/County Joint Airport Board – Best Western, Paradise Room – 
Livingston 
 
5:30 P.M. – Museum Board – Eagles Landing Club House, Livingston 
 
September 28, 2011 
 
No Commission Meetings Scheduled 
 
MACo Annual Conference – Best Western Grantree Inn, Bozeman 
 
1:00 P.M. – Weed Board – East Room 
 
2:00 P.M. – Food Safety Training – Community Room 
 
6:00 P.M. – 4-H Carcass Data Workshop – Community Room 
 
September 29, 2011 
 
No Commission Meetings Scheduled 
 
MACo Annual Conference – Best Western Grantree Inn, Bozeman 
  
12:00 P.M. – Outreach Session with Senator Tester Representative – Community Room 
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September 30, 2011 
Daily Correspondence/Agenda and Briefing on Current County Projects 
 
@9:02:48 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan and Taylor were present.  Also present were Raea 
Morris, administrative assistant; Shannan Piccolo, civil deputy county attorney; Ed 
Hillman, road; Greg Coleman, interim fire warden; Lani Hartung, finance; and Minutes 
Clerk John Mueller.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to review the daily agenda and correspondence. 
 
Civil Deputy County Attorney Shannan Piccolo provided the Commission with a 
proposed advertisement announcing a public comment period for a draft solid waste 
update report. 
 
Finance Director Lani Hartung said the county has received $11,977 in FEMA 
reimbursement funding for snow and flooding events to be split between the road 
department and sheriff’s office.  She said three of 14 projects funded, which were 
removal of rip rap from the Yellowstone River at 9th Street Island, Miller Drive Bridge 
removal, and PCSO emergency protective measures, including use of a helicopter.  
 
Correspondence for September 22 included: 
 

• Memo email re. American Land Rights wetlands calls to Congress 
• Memo document re. Diamond B gravel crushing Buffalo Ranch Development 

LLC invoicing 
• Memo document re. Boulder Business Park refuse assessments 
• Memo email re. MT FWP bison information 
• Memo document re. Loves Lane tree removal invoice 
• Memo email re. citizen cabin refuse assessment reductions 
• Memo email re. 9th Street Island Enterprise story retraction 
• Memo email re. October 11 Bozeman MACRS conference agenda  

 
Correspondence for September 23 included: 
 

• Memo email re. Bell and Associates solid waste update draft report 
• Memo document re. FAA Mission Field Airport Disadvantaged Business 

Enterprise Program 
• Memo document re. courthouse elevator certificate of operation 
• Memo email re. Bell and Associates solid waste report update presentation 
• Memo document re. city of Livingston refuse services proposal 
• Memo document re. county final budget document  

 
Correspondence for September 26 included: 
 

• Memo email re. Park County brucellosis exposure issue 
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• Memo email re. Dept of Corrections COR management team 
• Memo email re. Oct 7 Cooke City emergency response group meeting 
• Memo email re. pipeline hearing 
• Memo email re. community development director Sept 30 schedule 
• Memo document re. community development director floodplain management 

comments 
• Memo document re. cell tower location 
• Memo email re. October 14 MSU Extension interviews  

 
Correspondence for September 27 included: 
 

• Memo email re. Sept 29 Senator Tester outreach session 
• Memo email re. IT Department issues with separating department computer 

access  
• Memo email re. citizen cabin refuse assessment adjustments 
• Memo email re. state SAR reimbursement submissions 
• Memo document re. citizen commendation of Wilsall road work 
• Memo document re. MT DEQ TVX Mineral Hill Jardine mine delisting 
• Memo email re. courthouse building security concerns 
• Memo document re. Bell and Associates technical draft memorandum 

 
Correspondence for September 28 included: 
 

• Memo email re. Treasure State Endowment Program infrastructure planning funds 
• Memo emails re. courthouse safety concern responses 
• Memo email re. department separation mailroom logistics 
• Memo email re. auditor petty cash service 
• Memo document re. Tri-County Network monetary support thank you 
• Memo document re. FCC commercial broadcast station report 
• Memo email re. Bearthooth Highway construction project Tiger III grants 

 
Correspondence for September 29 included: 
 

• Memo email re. October 6 Malcolm Family Transfer meeting 
• Memo email re. Community Development Director Sept 30 annual leave notice 
• Memo email re. courthouse safety issue 
• Memo email re. September 30 Bell and Associates meeting participation 
• Memo document re. Oct 28 Montana and Ag in Volatile Times conference 
• Memo email re. US Census Bureau efforts 
• Memo email re. PCSO courthouse safety comments 
• Memo email re. Bell and Associates report timeline 
• Memo email re. Old Yellowstone Trail South road work 
• Memo document re. Yellowstone River Bridge MDT Bridge 11-1(48)56 

replacement 
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• Memo document re. Forest Service forest plan amendment public comment 
period  

 
Interim Fire Warden Greg Coleman provided the Commission with draft plans for a 
proposed Cooke City emergency services building. 
 
Administrative Assistant Raea Morris said HB 156 will increase veteran burial funds 
from $250 to $500.  
 
@10:07:45 a.m., Durgan moved to adjourn the meeting.  Taylor seconded the motion.  
The meeting adjourned. 
 
September 30, 2011 
County Road/Engineering Services Updates 
 
@10:15:46 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan and Taylor were present.  Also present were Ed 
Hillman, road; and Minutes Clerk John Mueller.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to discuss county road issues and engineering updates. 
 
Road Supervisor Ed Hillman presented the Commission with road crew employee 
performance evaluations for review and signature.  Hillman said the road crew addressed 
a list of stop and warning signs; work on Hamilton Road is ongoing with a ford to be 
installed through a creek per Montana FWP approval; and new culverts were installed on 
Falls Creek and Castle Mountain Roads.  
 
Hillman said he spoke with Titan Machinery about repair of a damaged road grader, but 
no numbers were discussed.   
 
@10:44:20 a.m., Durgan moved to adjourn the meeting.  Taylor seconded the motion.  
The meeting adjourned. 
 
September 30, 2011 
Human Resource Updates 
 
@10:45:13 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan and Taylor were present.  Also present were Jill 
Ouellette, HR; and Minutes Clerk John Mueller.  No public comment made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to discuss activities in the Human Resources Department. 
 
Human Resources Analyst Jill Ouellette said she asked Auditor Martha Miller to inquire 
about a FedEx pickup at the courthouse, but pickup looks unlikely without a FedEx 
account.  Ouellette said an arrangement needs to be made for an employee with AFLAC 
benefits in which paperwork was not processed.  Ouellette provided the Commission with 
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a performance evaluation and requested wage increase for an Environmental Health 
Department employee.  
 
@10:57:23 a.m., Durgan moved to adjourn the meeting.  Taylor seconded the motion.  
The meeting adjourned. 
 
September 30, 2011 
Litigation Strategy for Heart K Land and Cattle Company v. Park County 
 
@11:07:27 a.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan and Taylor were present.  Also present were Brett 
Linneweber, county attorney; Shannan Piccolo, civil deputy county attorney; Mike 
Inman, community development; and Minutes Clerk John Mueller.  No public comment 
made. 
 
The meeting was scheduled to discuss litigation strategy for Heart K Land and Cattle 
Company v. Park County. 
 
County Attorney Linneweber said he suggests the Commission close the meeting to the 
public in order to discuss litigation matters in a frank manner.  
 
Commissioner Durgan moved to close the meeting to the public.  Commissioner Taylor 
seconded the motion.  The meeting closed to the public, the audio recording was turned 
off and the recording secretary exited the chambers.  
 
@11:45 a.m., the meeting reopened to the public.  Linneweber said the Commission has 
an option to file a notice to appeal to the Montana Supreme Court regarding the court’s 
decision in Heart K Land and Cattle Company v. Park County.  Linneweber said the 
notice of appeal is not a guarantee the county will appeal the court decision, but enables 
such appeal in the future.  
 
Commissioner Durgan moved the Commissioner authorized the county attorney’s office 
to file a notice of appeal in Heart K Land and Cattle Company v. Park County.  
Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   
 
@11:49 a.m., Durgan moved to adjourn the meeting.  Taylor seconded the motion.  The 
meeting adjourned. 
 
September 30, 2011 
Signing of Emergency Management Performance Grant Award for DES  
 
@1:04:13 p.m., Chairman Taylor called a meeting to order in the Commissioners 
Chambers.  Commissioners Durgan and Taylor were present.  Also present was Minutes 
Clerk John Mueller.  No public comment made. 
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The meeting was scheduled to sign an Emergency Management Performance Grant 
award for Disaster and Emergency Services (DES). 
 
Commissioner Durgan said the grant requires a 50/50 match between local and federal 
entities.  He said the total federal and local allocation amounts to $31,879 with local and 
federal shares amounting to $15,939.50 each.   
 
Commissioner Durgan moved to sign off on the Emergency Management Performance 
Grant award for DES.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  
 
@1:09 p.m., Durgan moved to adjourn the meeting.  Taylor seconded the motion.  The 
meeting adjourned. 
 
September 30, 2011 
 
1:30 P.M. – Special Solid Waste Board Workshop Meeting – Commission Chambers – 
Commissioner Taylor attended 
 
Voided Checks 
 
Claims #s: 72651; 72757; 72808; 73197; 73224 
Payroll #: 46836 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Randy Taylor, R.S. 
Chairman, Park County Commission  
Park County, Montana 
 
 
Denise Nelson 
Clerk & Recorder 
Park County, Montana 


