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Solid Waste Board Minutes 
Park County, Montana 

September 14, 2012 
 
 
Attendance: Solid Waste Board (SWB) members Allen Carter, Robert Currie, Dennis 
Dodge, Dick Juhnke and John Kaiser.  Also present were Commissioners Durgan, 
Malone and Taylor; Barbara Woodbury, environmental health; Warren Newhouse, 
refuse; David Leverett, Full Circle Recycling; Gay Juhnke and Bruce Martin, citizens; 
Wes Venteicher, Livingston Enterprise; and John Mueller, minutes clerk 
 
Call to Order: @1:02:26 p.m., Chairman Dennis Dodge called a meeting to order in the 
Commission Chambers of the City/County Complex. 
 
Review of Minutes:  The board reviewed minutes from the September 7, 2012, meeting.  
Robert Currie moved to accept the minutes as written, contingent upon moving the last 
approved motion as an agenda line item rather than a discussion item.  The motion in 
question read “Robert Currie moved the county commission proceed to authorize 
purchase of a truck and pup to service roll off collections, especially at new sites 
containing z walls, such as Chico.”  John Kaiser seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
 
Business 
 
Refuse Manager Report:  Warren Newhouse, interim refuse manager, said green boxes 
were delivered to Pine Creek for collection of fire damaged refuse.  He said citizens have 
come with loads of ashes, and citizens are also bringing brush to the site.  The 
Commission directed Newhouse to place a second box at the site for brush disposal and 
haul it away as it fills. 
 
Bob Currie said the refuse board intentionally ordered green boxes without hydraulic 
pumps to open lids. 
 
Newhouse said Gardiner green boxes used to have lids and said the department may 
replace those boxes with boxes with lids to reduce the number of boxes at the site.  He 
said people have been shooting ravens with rifles at the green box site, and the green box 
attendant asked if there could be more sheriff deputy patrol of the area.   
 
He said Deep Creek boxes were removed due to bear problems, and a “Temporarily 
Closed” sign was erected at the Forest Service green box site and improperly placed 
refuse has declined.  He said the state game warden commended the county for restricting 
use and hours on the green box sites during the present time of high bear activity.   
 
Newhouse said Citizen Ray Sundling said there has been no more refuse from the county 
landfill blowing onto his property. 
 



 2 

Newhouse said he would like to discuss possible refuse operations cost saving options 
with the board. 
 
Discussion/Decision on Signage:  Bob Currie said any signs need to be uniform.  The 
board scheduled a signage work date for 2:00 p.m. on September 19. 
 
Discussion/Decision on Presentation from Full Circle Recycling:  David Leverett of Full 
Circle Recycling provided recycling services and associated costs his firm could provide 
to Park County.  Currie said he was hoping to see a site by site plan from Leverett so the 
board can determine what types of services are most cost effective.  Leverett said he 
needs site tonnage numbers from the county in order to provide such a plan, and he needs 
to understand the direction the county will head regarding the number of recycling sites it 
wants.  He said the $75 per box his firm could charge is far less than the cost incurred by 
the county in its current system of driving the recycling to Belgrade.  Kaiser said he 
recommends Leverett, Newhouse and a couple of board members meet to determine a 
realistic and cost effective recycling program and set September 19 at 3:00 p.m. as a time 
to do such. 
 
Discussion/Decision on Gardiner Green Box Site:  No report 
 
Discussion/Decision on Envirocon Contract:  Kaiser read into the record a letter from 
Envirocon stating Envirocon’s proposed refuses services quote as a first right of refusal.  
Envirocon’s quote for solid waste including cost for tires was $49.97 per ton. 
 
Allen Carter moved, based on the letter to Park County from Envirocon dated 9/13/12, 
the Park County commissioners immediately notify Envirocon of the unaccepability of the 
proposal, and effective immediately the county terminate the contract with Envirocon and 
will stop use of their system in 60 days.  Robert Currie seconded the motion.  In 
discussion, Kaiser asked what would happen with the transfer station building lease if the 
county terminated its lease with Envirocon for disposal.  Newhouse said the county is in 
good standing with MRL and not being evicted from the transfer station building.  He 
said he would like to have more time to look at disposal options in the event the building 
is needed in the future to handle the amount of county refuse generated, which would not 
be possible if the 60-day contract termination notice was given. 
 
Dick Juhnke moved as an amendment to the motion to sit on the idea of severing the 
contract until Newhouse and others have time to look further into the issue to see what 
will happen.  Motion died due to a lack of a second. 
 
John Kaiser moved as an amendment to the motion the Commission verify the $53 per 
ton from the city for a five-year contract and enter into a contract with the city.  Upon 
entering a contract with the city, a 60-day notice be given to Envirocon to terminate the 
disposal contract.  Dick Juhnke seconded the motion.  Motion failed.  Juhnke voted in 
favor of the motion. 
 
Motion passed.  Juhnke voted in opposition to the motion. 
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Discussion/Decision on Blowables at Landfill:  Newhouse said he spoke with Ray 
Sundling that day, and Sundling said he has not experienced garbage on his property 
blown from the landfill.   
 
Discussion/Decision on Chico Green Box Site Start Up:  Commissioner Malone said the 
project will commence when the state of Montana responds to a site lease. 
 
Discussion/Decision on Use of Fairgrounds Green Boxes:  Commissioner Taylor said 
Citizen Sam Dorr dumped two trailer loads of refuse in the fairgrounds green box the 
previous Sunday.  The board said that green box is for use by individuals who rent the 
fairgrounds, only.  Allen Carter moved Newhouse send Dorr a bill for illegal dumping.  
John Kaiser seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 
The board asked Newhouse to talk to Dorr and notify him he has been seen dumping 
illegally at the fairgrounds.   
 
Discussion/Decision on Alternate Hours or Closure of Certain Collection Sites:  Taylor 
said the Commission would like to accept an offer to purchase a backhoe for the Chico 
Green Box site for $25,000 from the city of Livingston.  He said the city said the county 
could rent the equipment for $2,500 per month as an option.  Robert Currie moved the 
Commission proceed with purchase of a backhoe from the city and include the addition of 
a thumb for proper operation for use at Chico, as well as proper training as scheduled.  
Allen Carter seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Juhnke voted in opposition to the 
motion. 
 
Update on Fire Waste Collection at Pine Creek:  See Refuse Manager Report 
 
Other Discussion Items: Currie said he would like the sheriff’s office and county 
attorney offices to attend a SWB meeting to define the illegal dumping law, what actions 
those entities can take regarding illegal dumping and to give the board control 
recommendations.     
 
Juhnke said the SWB has never seen the $75 per ton landfill figures Commissioner 
Malone say came from the Bell and Associates Study.  He said the figure does not jive 
and the county’s accounting department can provide numbers to show such. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  The board will meet again on September 21 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
Public Comment:  None   
 
Adjourn: @2:54:50 p.m., the meeting adjourned.   
 
 
 
Dennis Dodge 
Chair 


