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Solid Waste Board Minutes 
Park County, Montana 

May 16, 2013 
 
 
Attendance: Solid Waste Board (SWB) members Robert Currie, Dennis Dodge, Mike 
Fanning, Ernie MacCracken, Bert Otis.  Also present were Commissioner Tinsley; 
Warren Newhouse II, refuse; Barbara Woodbury, environmental health; Dick Juhnke and 
Lee Grindinger, citizens; John Mueller, minutes clerk 
 
Call to Order: @1:04:54 p.m., Vice-Chairman Dennis Dodge called a meeting to order 
in the West Room of the City-County Complex. 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Review of Minutes:  The board reviewed minutes for the April 18, 2013, meeting.  Mike 
Fanning moved to approve the minutes.  Bert Otis seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 
Review/Decide on Landowner Refuse Assessment Requests: The board reviewed a 
written request from Robert Pletan to remove a refuse assessment from a mobile home 
with Tax ID# M007905.  The State Assessor’s Office has the mobile classified as a 
livable dwelling in “Fair” condition.  The board denied the request based upon the 
classification and condition assessment. 
 
Department Reports 
 
Manager’s Report

 

:  Warren Newhouse II provided a written report of refuse department 
activities. 

Commissioner Report

 

:  Commissioner Tinsley said Full Circling Recycling provided a 
bid to provide countywide recycling service, less Cooke City, for $10,000 per year.  Park 
County would receive a $75-credit per roll off brought back to the city transfer station. 

Bob Currie moved the Commission consider entering into a contract with Four Corners 
Recycling for the stated prices in a memo dated May 14.  Bert Otis seconded the motion.  
Motion passed. 
 
Tinsley said the county owes MRL $8,000 for the current year’s lease on the transfer 
station building, which would increase to $9,000 next year, after which time the lease 
amount would be based on the taxable value of the property per the Department of 
Revenue.  That amount likely would be a $1,000 increase annually.  Tinsley reported that 
continued use of the county transfer station would cost $50,000 to $60,000 per year for 
maintenance, lease, utilities, repairs and other operating expenses.   
 
Tinsley said the state and DOWL HKM need to be invited to talk to the county about 
capping the Class II portion of the landfill, as the manner in which associated monies can 
be spent is complicated. 
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Business 
 
1. Discussion/Decision on Landfill Blowables; Hours of Operation; Engineering Report:  

 
The board said Newhouse could select the day the landfill would be open. 

2. Discussion/Decision on Tire Disposal Options

 

:  Currie said he would like to see tire 
cutting at Chico and disposal of tires there in order to compare to bailing tires.  

Bert Otis moved the Commission proceed with tire disposal options of tire bailing and 
cutting at the landfill with the Commission working out associated details. Bob Currie 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 
3. Discussion/Decision on County Collection Sites; Ownership, Leases, Trade Backs

 

:  
Tabled  

4. Discussion/Decision on Forest Service Collection Site; Limited Hours

 

:  Bob Currie 
moved Newhouse establish hours for closure at the Forest Service site on a schedule that 
works for him, lock up the facility until October 1 and erect a sign the site would be 
closed permanently on October 1.  Ernie MacCracken seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed.  

Citizen Lee Grindinger said from a public perspective, citizens would be angered if told 
the site would close.  He said the county should hold a public meeting for residents to 
provide public comment. 
 
5. Discussion/Decision on Chico Refuse Site – Fire Pit and Bid to Finish Fence

 

:  Tinsley 
said the county would need a state permit to open burn at the refuse site.  The board 
tabled the item until Allen Carter was present for discussion.  Currie said he thinks a sign 
should be erected at the Chico site instructing limited deposition of brush there.   

Newhouse said he would get more quotes to erect the fence at the site.   
 
6. Discussion/Decision on Guidelines/Bylaws Amendment

 

:  Tinsley explained the 
purpose behind a recently approved Commission resolution defining all county board 
bylaws.  He said the resolution changed no board bylaws, but specified that no county 
board can direct county staff in a supervisory manner. 

7.  Discussion/Decision on Collection Upgrade at Gardiner Collection Site

 

:  Tinsley said 
the Commission would appreciate board input on the three options proposed for the site.  
Newhouse provided photos and an explanation of a compactor system that may be an 
option.  The board tabled a decision on the Gardiner site until Newhouse got more 
information on the compactor units.  Units cost roughly $28,000 apiece. 

8. Discussion/Decision on Fees for FWP and Schools:  To be discussed with the 
Commission.   
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Other Items: None 
 
Discuss Next Meeting Agenda:  No discussion 
 
Next Meeting Date:  No discussion 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Adjourn: @3:33:18 p.m., the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


