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Solid Waste Board Minutes 
Park County, Montana 

February 21, 2013 
 
 
Attendance: Solid Waste Board (SWB) members Allen Carter, Robert Currie, Dennis 
Dodge, Mike Fanning, Ernie MacCracken, Bert Otis and John Kaiser (via telephone).  
Also present were Commissioners Malone and Tinsley; Warren Newhouse II, refuse; 
Camden Easterling, Livingston Enterprise; Dick Juhnke, citizen; John Mueller, minutes 
clerk 
 
Call to Order: @1:07:16 p.m., Chairman Dennis Dodge called a meeting to order in the 
Commission Chambers of the City-County Complex. 
 
Review of Minutes:  No minutes were available for the January 22, 2013, meeting due to 
an audio recorder malfunction.  The board noted it approved a draft letter submitted by 
the interim refuse manager to warn illegal dumpers of possible fines.  The board said it 
took no action, but discussed Phase II, of the Chico refuse site. 
 
Manager’s Report

 

: Warren Newhouse II, interim refuse manager, introduced Mike 
Fanning as a new board member and said Bert Otis was reappointed to the board.   

Newhouse reported the following:  the hole in the roof at the transfer station had not been 
further researched; the Gardiner refuse site was operating with closable lids, which had 
reduced blowables significantly, as well as bird issues; the department had been able to 
skip as many as three trips a week to collect refuse at Gardiner; the Chico refuse site was 
working well with 40-yard boxes in place and the entire site would be fully operational 
soon; the roll-off for county refuse disposal at the city refuse site was working fine; 
landfill hours were 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday with refuse charged 
at $75 per ton; all options were being considered for countywide recycling services; 
Barbara Woodbury, environmental health, attended a hazardous waste seminar at the old 
Bozeman landfill; the Peterbilt truck had been returned after being outfitted to pull a pup 
trailer; the Mack was still in repair with insurance covering most of that cost; one driver 
was close to testing for his Class-A CDL license.  
 
Dick Juhnke said All Service Tire had removed 225 tires from rims collected in the 
county.  All Service removes the tires at no charge and keeps the rims.  Juhnke said there 
was likely another 300 tires at the landfill. 
 
Review/Decide on Landowner Refuse Assessment Requests 
 
The board reviewed citizen refuse assessment requests as follows: 
 
Citizen Steve Leffingwell submitted a written request to refund and permanently remove 
a residential refuse assessment incorrectly assessed to Parcel #6301025.  The State 
Assessor’s Office verified its assessment of the parcel as containing one dwelling.  Allen 
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Carter moved to remove and refund the assessment.  Ernie MacCracken seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed. 
 
Citizen Mark Seaver/Andrea Sedlak submitted a written request to refund and 
permanently remove a residential refuse assessment incorrectly assessed to vacant land 
with Parcel #0006852318.  The State Assessor’s Office verified its assessment of the 
parcel as containing no dwelling.  Allen Carter moved to remove and refund the 
assessment.  Ernie MacCracken seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 
Citizen Donald Knight submitted a written request to refund and permanently remove 
three residential refuse assessments (one business assessment) from a building with 
Parcel #44690 Knight stated had one business.  Allen Carter moved to remove and refund 
the assessment.  Ernie MacCracken seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 
Citizen Ron Leichtfuss submitted a written request to refund the residential refuse 
assessment on a mobile home with Parcel #M002110.  The State Assessor’s Office 
assessed the mobile as a livable dwelling in “Very Poor” condition.  Bert Otis moved to 
deny the request.  Ernie MacCracken seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  The SWB 
denied the request per the State Assessor’s Office assessment and in accordance with 
Rural Refuse District guideline #4. “If a residence/business is livable, it will be charged 
with the Rural Garbage charge whether it is occupied or not.  The service is available all 
year and to all units regardless of occupancy.”   
 
Citizen Jerry/Shirley Moore submitted a written request to refund the residential refuse 
assessment on a mobile home with Parcel #M007032.  The State Assessor’s Office 
assessed the mobile as a livable dwelling in “Fair” condition.  The board tabled a decision 
on the request until the mobile was reassessed by the State Assessor’s Office. 
 
The Cooke City/Silver Gate/Colter Pass Community Council submitted a written request 
to remove three residential refuse assessments (one business assessment) from the 
community center building assessed by the State Assessor’s Office as “exempt.”  The 
board discussed the building’s multiple uses and consequent refuse generated.  Allen 
Carter moved to reduce the assessment to one household assessment and reconsider the 
assessment in one year based on refuse generated.  Bert Otis seconded the motion.  
Motion passed. 
 
Business 
 
Discussion/Status of Solid Waste Budget: Commissioner Tinsley said many unanswered 
questions remained regarding potential changes to the county solid waste system, such as 
personnel, equipment and building needs.  He said the current year’s refuse budget was 
budgeted at $1.2-million in revenues and $1.95-millon in expenditures, which would 
reduce the budget’s existing reserve of $1.5 million to $750,000.  Tinsley said he feared 
the county would not have enough money to close the landfill’s class II and IV sections 
with the current rate of department spending.  He said the county should retain reserve 
funds to maintain options, such as building its own transfer station if needed, for 
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example.  Tinsley said money did not exist in the refuse budget to expand the Trail Creek 
and Gardiner refuse sites as was done at Chico, and the county needs to understand all 
issues fully before pursuing more system changes.  He said overspending the refuse 
budget by 50 percent was not a good situation. 
  
Tinsley said he could sit down with Newhouse and prepare a budget for the next fiscal 
year with estimated fuel savings, truck costs, new landfill hours/operations, and other 
changes incorporated.  Tinsley said his comments were his alone as one commissioner. 
 
Discussion/Decision on Finishing Chico Green Box Site Construction: Flappers, Wind 
Fence, Signage, Truck Access, Attendants, Truck & Pup, Class A CDL Licensing

 

:  Bob 
Currie provided a memorandum with items he said needed addressed at the Chico green 
box site. 

Allen Carter moved to use the draft provided with four items needing to be finished at the 
Chico refuse site - wood safety gates, two sheets of high density polyethylene, install roll 
off wood runners under z wall, add road mix to main entrance for turning radius.  Bert 
Otis seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  
 
Discussion/Decision on Landfill and Report on DOWL HKM (Ed Janney Meeting); 
Partial Closure Plan; Use of Equipment as Assigned by Commission

 

:  Tinsley said he 
Newhouse, Currie and Janney met at the landfill to discuss partial closure options.  The 
county had not heard back from Janney after that visit.   

Discussion/Decision on Transfer Station: Closure, Vacating Lease, Bids for Demolition, 
Scales

 

:  Newhouse said the county transfer station was being used as a refuse employee 
home base to meet and plan for the day and as an indoor place to store equipment with 
block heaters plugged in. 

John Kaiser asked if the hole in the roof needed to be patched to ensure no more roof 
parts blew off.  Newhouse said the roof was losing more panels.  Currie asked how to tear 
the building down.  Kaiser said the board needed to explore building plans to get best 
demolition estimates. 
 
Bob Currie moved to have two or three contractors provide a rough estimate of the total 
dismantling and moving of the building.  John Kaiser seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed. 
 
Currie asked the obligations the county was under regarding how the building and 
grounds had to be returned per the MRL lease so bidding contractors knew what the 
desired final product was.  Newhouse said he would research that answer.  Currie said to 
look into whether utilities could be reduced to the usage level needed by county, such as 
reduced electricity needs. 
 
Bert Otis moved to repair the transfer station roof before further damage occurred.  
Ernie MacCracken seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
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Kaiser said he would like to have in writing from MRL it would not sell the property that 
is under the transfer station building to the county or enter into a 99-year lease.  He said 
MRL annually increasing the lease payment on the property reduced the building’s value 
to the county. 
 
Trail Creek/Gardiner Refuse Sites

 

:  Malone said the O’Hairs were not worried about the 
size of the site and would like to leave it at its current location.  Malone said the sites 
were being looked into. 

Glass Recycling

 

:  Tinsley said he was still in discussions with the city of Livingston 
regarding its proposal to ship glass to Colorado via rail for processing.  

Board Member Selection Process

 

:  Newhouse explained the applicant interview process 
Park County used to select board members.  

Dennis Dodge moved for Dick Juhnke to continue hauling tires stockpiled at the landfill 
to All-Service tire for removal and disposal.  Bert Otis seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed. 
 
The board discussed charging Mike Atkins to shear tires he had stored at the landfill. 
 
Discuss Next Meeting Agenda:  Election of officers, budget, follow-up on Chico refuse 
site improvements, transferring equipment from the landfill to road department, landfill 
information from DOWL HKM. 
 
Next Meeting Date: March 21 at 1:00 p.m. in the West Room.  The board decided to 
again hold meetings in a courthouse conference room. 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Adjourn: @3:18:06 p.m., the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 


