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Initial Announcements

1/5/16		 Livingston Enterprise article

1/27/16	 Livingston Enterprise article

1/28/16	 Livingston Enterprise article

1/31/16	 Bozeman Daily Chronicle article

Growth Policy Website 

Established in March 2016 and updated throughout the project to provide an information clearing-
house and to accept public comments.  http://www.parkcounty.org/Government-Departments/Plan-
ning/GROWTH-POLICY-UPDATE/

Stakeholder Interviews to Identify Key Issues

May 2016

Open Houses and Public Workshops to Vet Key Issues and Review Goals and Objectives

Meetings held between 4pm - 6pm

6/7/16	 Cooke City  -  Cooke Community Center

6/9/16	 Gardiner -  Gardiner Community Center

6/14/16	 Paradise Valley  -  Emigrant Hall 

6/15/16	 Shields Valley  - Wilsall Senior Center 
6/16/16	 Livingston  -  Shane Center 

Advertising for meetings 

5/23/16 	 News release distributed 

5/23/16	 Shields Valley, Gardiner, Cooke City newsletter paid notices

6/1/16		 Email blast advertising meeting asking public to share information

6/1/16		 Livingston Enterprise article

6/1 /16	 Posters distributed to businesses in all communities 

6/1/16		 Postcards distributed to all communities first week 

6/1/16		 Facebook post advertising meetings

6/2/16	 Livingston Enterprise Guest Editorial 

6/3/16	 Livingston Enterprise article	

6/6/16	 Week of - Livingston Enterprise Op-ed Peter Fox

Public Comment Opportunities and Notices

http://www.parkcounty.org/Government-Departments/Planning/GROWTH-POLICY-UPDATE/
http://www.parkcounty.org/Government-Departments/Planning/GROWTH-POLICY-UPDATE/
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6/6/16	 Week of Livingston Enterprise story

6/7/16	 Facebook post advertising meetings

6/16/16	 Facebook post advertising meetings

Online Questionnaire to Seek Guidance on Approaches to Land Use and Development

8/9/16	 Press Release sent to list serv 

8/9/16     	 Press Release sent to Gardiner, Livingston and Cooke City Chambers of Commerce and 
Park County Library. 

8/10/16	 Press release sent to Livingston Enterprise 

8/12/16	 Distribution of paper copies of questionnaire to Val’s Café in Wilsall, Glenn’s Market in 
Clyde Park, Park County Library in Livingston, Cooke City Chamber of Commerce and 
Gardiner Chamber of Commerce. 

8/15/16	 Link to questionnaire posted to Park County website homepage events section 

8/15/16	 Facebook post to encourage residents to participate

8/22/22	 News story in Livingston Enterprise 

8/27/16	 Peter Fox Op-ed 

Planning and Development Board Public Hearing and Meetings to Consider Public 

Comments

11/17/16	 Public hearing

12/15/16	 Meeting to consider comments

12/22/16	 Meeting to consider comments

Advertising for hearing / meetings

10/12/16	 News release on sent to Park County Community Journal, Cooke City Newsletter, Gar-
diner Chamber Newsletter, Shields Valley Newsletter, Livingston Area Chamber, Living-
ston Enterprise

10/13/16	 Facebook advertisement on Public Hearing

10/14/16	 Public Hearing legal notice published in Enterprise

10/31/16	 Public Hearing legal notice published in Enterprise

11/9/16	 Public Hearing legal notice published in Enterprise

11/10/16 	 Facebook advertisement on Public Hearing
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Key Stakeholder Interviews
Below is a record of the public input collected and considered in the drafting of the growth policy.
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Name Alice Hartman
Affiliation Mayor of Clyde Park, MT
What do you see as the most pressing issues facing Park County now and in the next 5, 10, 20 years?

•	 Paving Bracket Creek Road into Clyde Park

•	 Keeping green box site

•	 Increasing land use conflicts in Clyde Park

•	 Clyde Park prepare for oil and gas
In your opinion what are the best ways to address these issues?

•	 City has contact with sheriff for Clyde park – works very well

•	 County is very helpful at helping with maintenance of roads

•	 Good coordination between the two
If nothing is done to address these issues what do you see as the likely outcome?

•	 Increased conflicts (especially if oil and gas is developed)
What additional issues/topics do you think the Park County Growth Policy should address?

•	 Subdivision rules for Clyde Park?

•	 Address how land use is changing

•	 Clyde park has its own growth policy

Name Chuck Donovan
Affiliation Rural Fire/private land owner/developer
What do you see as the most pressing issues facing Park County now and in the next 5, 10, 20 years?

•	 Property Rights, especially for landowners

•	 Maximize delivery of services to encourage growth around Livingston

•	 Different needs for different parts of the County – Wilsall to Gardner

•	 Management of fuels on private lands – grasses and timber

•	 Coordination between City (Livingston) and County
In your opinion what are the best ways to address these issues?

•	 People generally don’t want to see zoning

•	 Fire departments need training and help getting volunteers

•	 Expedite subdivision process in the area around Livingston

•	 Mater plan for roads

•	 Road design standards

•	 People have got to reach compromise
If nothing is done to address these issues what do you see as the likely outcome?

What additional issues/topics do you think the Park County Growth Policy should address?
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Name Ed Schiliing
Affiliation Former County CoCo
What do you see as the most pressing issues facing Park County now and in the next 5, 10, 20 years?

•	 Economy relies on agriculture and tourism. How do we address agriculture and tourism and how 
do they coexist? Not all people want growth but we need growth. 

•	 Parts of the transportation network is substandard. 

•	 Which way will Livingston grow?

•	 Maintenance of subdivisions after they are built?

•	 What do we do with garbage? Currently situation is not ideal. 
In your opinion what are the best ways to address these issues?

•	 How can we finance infrastructure for growth around Livingston?

•	 Who is going to pay for services?

•	 Citizens initiated zoning.

•	 Prepare for oil and gas by setting baseline for groundwater
If nothing is done to address these issues what do you see as the likely outcome?

What additional issues/topics do you think the Park County Growth Policy should address?

Name Frank O’Conner
Affiliation PB Member, Business Owner
What do you see as the most pressing issues facing Park County now and in the next 5, 10, 20 years?

•	 Transportation – Roads not up to code

•	 Junk ordinance (is there one? Or is it not enforced)

•	 Garbage disposal – find ways to make it more sustainable

•	 Coordination with city

•	 Bicycle/Multi-use Trails – trails are economic drivers
In your opinion what are the best ways to address these issues?

•	 All new roads need to meet standards without exceptions

•	 RSID’s could be used to maintain roads

•	 More recycling

•	 Telecommunications – how do we get high-speed internet to rural areas?
If nothing is done to address these issues what do you see as the likely outcome?

What additional issues/topics do you think the Park County Growth Policy should address?
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Name Heather Jurvankainen
Affiliation Director if Public Health
What do you see as the most pressing issues facing Park County now and in the next 5, 10, 20 years?

•	 The connection between poverty and mental health and drug abuse and mental health

•	 Housing, especially in Gardner, and increasingly in Livingston. High cost of housing is displacing 
people with mental health issues to remote areas where they do not have access to services

•	 In Gardner, there is no housing for seasonally and temporary employee’s

•	 There is a lack of services for people with mental health issues in Gardner

•	 Increased housing costs will hurt the ageing population
In your opinion what are the best ways to address these issues?

•	 Bringing people out of poverty will help people with mental health issues

•	 Part time clinic in Gardner

•	 Shuttle services from Gardner to services in Livingston

•	 Outreach in Gardner

•	 Workforce housing

•	 Housing for people with mental health issues
If nothing is done to address these issues what do you see as the likely outcome?

•	 Situation will worsen and costs will rise for county residents
What additional issues/topics do you think the Park County Growth Policy should address?

Name Jackie Robbins
Affiliation Former County Planner
What do you see as the most pressing issues facing Park County now and in the next 5, 10, 20 years?

•	 Gardner and Cooke City water and sewer systems

•	 Wildland fire

•	 Public health and safety of bison expansion

•	 Glut of available lots

•	 People don’t know county is liable for approving bad subdivisions
In your opinion what are the best ways to address these issues?

•	 Tourism tax for public infrastructure in Gardner and Cooke City

•	 Controlling noxious weeds on vacant subdivision lots

•	 Limiting density if fire prone areas
If nothing is done to address these issues what do you see as the likely outcome?

What additional issues/topics do you think the Park County Growth Policy should address?
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Name Mike Dailey
Affiliation PB Member – retired property appraiser
What do you see as the most pressing issues facing Park County now and in the next 5, 10, 20 years?

•	 Preservation of larger Agricultural holdings

•	 Water use and minimum shares of irrigations

•	 Proper covenants in subdivisions

•	 Fixing inadequate roads in some areas

•	 Prevent non-appropriate uses such as tire pits, junk yards and negative impacts to property val-
ues

In your opinion what are the best ways to address these issues?
•	 Support conservation easements where beneficial –Commissioners

•	 Provide limits for water shares – water boards and judges

•	 Assist problem areas and offer help with RSID’s – planning boards

•	 Enable public hearings for all non-appropriate uses – zoning boards

•	 Educate land owners about loss of value from poor planning
If nothing is done to address these issues what do you see as the likely outcome?

•	 Loss of family farms and the folks that have them.

•	 The loss of community. “Help thy neighbor’
What additional issues/topics do you think the Park County Growth Policy should address?

•	 Construction crews working in park need a place to live in Gardner (man camps)

•	 Establishing a water quality baseline in shields valley (oil and gas)

Name Tara Depuy
Affiliation Former County Attorney
What do you see as the most pressing issues facing Park County now and in the next 5, 10, 20 years?

•	 Land use conflicts are going to be a big issue – mining in Paradise Valley, stip commercial develop-
ment

•	 Lack of process giving people a say in land use

•	 Housing is needed in Gardner

•	 Doughnut area around Livingston
In your opinion what are the best ways to address these issues?

•	 Zoning needs to be on the table as a tool

•	 Need good paying jobs

•	 Improved coordination between city and county

•	 Workforce housing in Gardner
If nothing is done to address these issues what do you see as the likely outcome?

What additional issues/topics do you think the Park County Growth Policy should address?
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Interview with Kerri Strashheim, DNRC Water Resources

Key Issues

•	 Water supply is a pressing issue

˗	There are times when the Yellowstone and Shields rivers do not have legally available water – not quite closed 
basins though

˗	Ground water permitting is challenging though there are not many applications coming in.

•	 Difficult to mitigate outflows from wells.  Not much on the ground enforcement.

•	 Ponds are an issue

•	 With Land Use conversions (flood to sprinkler/pivot irrigation) late season flows are lower.  While sprinklers and 
pivots are more efficient they result in less ground water recharge than flood irrigation.

Outcome of limited water supply in future

•	 Constraints on economic and population growth

•	 Existing water supplies will diminish.

How to Address

•	 Water resource planning.

˗	 Identify desired future conditions which are to be maintained.  E.g. aquifer levels, stream flows, floodplains, 
etc.

•	 Promote smart development

•	 Implement water resource studies

Other Items Noted

•	 Predicted effects of climate change

˗	Timing of rain and snow is the main issue both of which will impact late season flows.

•	 Ditch leakage is a significant contributor to groundwater recharge

•	 Park County irrigators prefer sprinklers/pivots as they are more efficient and conserve water.  In actuality they 
may actually consume more water as there is less ground water recharge.

•	 Idaho incentivizes irrigators to stay in flood irrigation.  There is no way to get people to convert back to flood 
from sprinkler/pivot.

•	 Correction in existing growth policy

˗	NPS compact create Yellowstone groundwater area – also set limits on surface water in tributaries and water 
adjacent to Yellowstone National Park
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Interview with Ron Shorter, Gardiner Water and Sewer District

Biggest Concerns

•	 Being able to accommodate construction

•	 Lack of regulation in county – no building codes

•	 Vacation rentals

˗	Popping up all over.  People are turning anything they can into a vacation rental

˗	Leading to shrinkage of year round population

˗	Drives up demand and prices for both for sale and rental housing.  Houses get snatched up fast, often before 
they hit the market.  Many full time residents are moving to Emigrant.

˗	No means of regulating vacation rentals

˗	Gardiner has commercial and residential tap fees but vacation rentals generally pay residential.

•	 Lack of water storage.  If there is a problem with water supply it is an immediate problem and must be ad-
dressed.  No room or time to catch up.

•	 Waste water treatment residuals are high in arsenic from waste coming from Yellowstone

˗	There is a sewer line that runs from Gardiner to Mammoth that has an inflow and infiltration problem 
(ground water infiltrating pipe).  High arsenic groundwater in Yellowstone is leaking into the pipe and making 
its way to the Gardiner wastewater treatment plant.  As a result Gardiner cannot use the residuals (bio-solids) 
as a soil amendment, or disperse, and must haul residuals to landfill in Logan.  

˗	Gardiner has an arsenic treatment plant for water but not for wastewater.  The effluent levels from wastewa-
ter treatment plant has arsenic levels in the range of 150-200 ppb.  For drinking water EPA set arsenic stan-
dard at 10 ppb.

˗	NPA says that it is at least two years out from when they can address the problem.

˗	Gardiner has plans to remove and replace pond liners and remove wastewater treatment residuals but this 
project is on hold until the NPS deals with the arsenic problem.

Other Items Noted

•	 There has been a lot of new construction post-recession.  The recession did not really impact Gardiner to a great 
extent.

˗	1 big new hotel

˗	People are converting old stone houses to boutique hotels.

•	 Summer water usage is in high demand and they are having difficulty keeping up with demand.  Wastewater 
treatment plant has to kick into high gear in summer.  Winter is dead.

•	 Gardiners wastewater treatment system

˗	There is a lift station on the south side of the river which pumps waster to north side of the river where it is 
then gravity fed to sewer pond – aerated lagoons
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Interview with Kerri Strashheim, DNRC Water Resources

Key Issues

•	 Livestock wildlife conflict

˗	Bison coming out of Park resulting in brucellosis in livestock

˗	There is a designated surveillance area (DSA) around Yellowstone.  Requires a livestock management plan 
with the MT Dept. of Livestock  All ranchers in the DSA are subject to higher requirements for minimizing 
exposure to brucellosis.  Livestock must be tested increasing labor and costs for ranchers.  The state pays for 
a vet to come out and do the test and analyze results but it is still a big burden to bring livestock in to perform 
the tests.  Also with each legislative session there is the threat that the state will cut funding for this program.

˗	Cows and calves coming from the Yellowstone DSA receive less money at market even if they have tested neg-
ative.  As a result there is a smaller market and smaller pot of buyers for livestock coming from this area.   

˗	Tracy wonders whether all of the above will make it less profitable and more labor intensive to continue 
ranching in the Yellowstone DSA and may result in ranches being sold off in the future. 

•	 Bison coming out the Park have also become a public safety issue in Gardiner and Paradise Valley.

˗	When Bison leave the Park they become the responsibility of the MT Dept. of Livestock.

˗	Most often the sheriff is called to deal with problems with Bison.  Park County needs to come up with money 
to deal with this issue as these duties are above what is normally required of the sheriff.

˗	The County has gone above and beyond their duties to address bison issues.  They have been working with 
the Interagency Bison Management group and have been running in the a brick wall.

•	 Land Fragmentation (subdivision)

˗	People love Park County for the wide open spaces and rural lifestyle.  Continued subdividing disrupts this.

˗	Continued subdividing also disrupts migration corridors and wildlife habitat and can result in more hu-
man-wildlife conflicts.

•	 Water use and Water Conservation

˗	Water will become more scarce in the future

˗	There are techniques to conserve water being employed within existing rights

˗	The number of pivots have increased exponentially in the last 15 years.  Some irrigators use wheel and hand 
lines. Flood irrigation is the least common type of irrigation.

˗	While flood irrigation results in more groundwater recharge it also leaches more nutrients from the soil forc-
ing irrigators to use more fertilizer and other soil amendments.

˗	There are no water conflicts in Park County like in Gallatin.  Less concentrated urban growth results in the 
lower occurrence of conflict.

˗	Late summer irrigators start to run out of water, but it is dependent on the year.

˗	The number of water users and irrigators has remained steady over the years.

˗	Water users are pretty consciences of their water use

Trends

•	 Big ranches have remained intact.  Tracy knew of three ranches in the Shields Valley that were consolidated into 
one but the ranch remains in operation.

•	 Shields and Paradise Valleys are primarily hay and cow production.  There are a few small grain operations in the 
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Shields Valley.

•	 There has not been a lot of conversion from agriculture to residential.
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Open House / Workshop Comments
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Growth Policy Update Public Meeting (Workshop Posters)- 

Cooke City 6.7.16
Key Issues
Water and Wastewater
Housing
Services (Garbage, internet, phone)
Community Capacity
Outreach Education

Opportunities
Prioritize Community Goals
Education and Outreach
Know our Challenges (be prepared to address them)

Next Steps 
Planners
	 Develop Actions 
	 Check Back with Community
Community
	 Continue/Expand Conversation
	 July 8th Meeting
	 Check Back with Planners

Gardiner 6.9.16 meeting Poster Comments
Key Issue: Intergovernmental Coordination
Park County does not exist in a vacuum. There are a variety 
of forms of government from school boards and fire dis-
tricts to federal and state agencies, all involved in providing 
services and impacting the County’s population and sur-
roundings.  The County Commission only has jurisdiction 
over a portion of what occurs in Park County, but where 
they don’t have jurisdiction, it is likely another entity does.  
Non-governmental entities such as health care providers 
and community groups also play a critical role in providing 
services and contributing to Park County’s high quality of 
life.  Coordination with other government agencies and 
non-governmental partners is critical to provide efficient 
and effective services to residents and visitors.
Goal: Plan for and encourage development in the area 
around Livingston 
Objective: Complete a joint planning exercise with the City 
of Livingston to develop a shared vision for the unincorpo-
rated area around Livingston (1 like)
Objective: Update the existing interlocal agreement be-
tween the City of Livingston and Park County to outline 
steps each jurisdiction should take to meet the shared 
planning vision (1 like)
Objective: Complete an infrastructure plan and adopt 
development standards that under state law allow for the 
expedited review of subdivisions in the unincorporated 
area around Livingston  (1 like)
Goal: Partner with state and federal agencies to reduce 
human-wildlife conflicts
Objective: Develop and implement a shared strategy with 
wildlife management agencies and community organiza-

tions to educate the public on living with wildlife (3 likes) 
(1 dislike)
Objective: Identify critical wildlife corridors for develop-
ment, infrastructure and conservation planning (4 likes)
Goal: Support efforts of fire managers to manage fuels 
on public and private lands
Objective: Implement the tasks in the 2014 Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan (1 like)
Objective: Increase support for rural fire districts (2 likes)
Goal: Become active partners in management of feder-
al lands (1 like)
Objective: Establish Cooperative Agency status with the 
United States Forest Service and National Parks Service (1 
dislike)
Goal: Encourage efforts of non-governmental partners 
to address community needs (1 like)
Objective:  Facilitate and provide support to community 
groups (1 like)
Key Issue: Water Availability and Water Qual-
ity
Water is a basic necessity of life and is critical for the 
growth and development of the County.  As growth and 
development occurs, the County needs to understand the 
dynamics of this crucial resource and be prepared to make 
decisions on how to manage it to protect existing users, 
and provide for additional ones.  In order to do this, the 
County needs to establish a foundation for future decision 
making.
Goal: Be prepared to make decisions on how to man-
age water resources
Objective: Conduct a water resource study that analyzes 
sources, long term availability, potential conflicts, and rec-
ommendations for management
Objective: Establish baseline water quality information for 
the major watersheds in Park County (5 likes)
Key Issue: Infrastructure
Infrastructure connects people to places. Without it, there 
are no businesses, no trade and no jobs.  The County is a 
provider of infrastructure, and what we think of critical 
infrastructure is evolving.  The County needs to ensure the 
infrastructure that enables commerce for today and for 
tomorrow is safe, effective and efficient. 
Goal: Increase availability of broadband internet
Objective: Partner with educational providers, health care 
providers, the City of Livingston and the business commu-
nity to provide information and recommendations in order 
to make informed decisions about investing in broadband 
infrastructure and expanding its use (4 likes)
Goal: Create a system of interconnected trails
Objective: Prioritize and implement the recommendations 
in the Park County Active Transportation Plan (2 likes)
Objective: Continue partnerships with the City of Living-
ston to develop Active Transportation facilities in and 
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around the City (1 like)
Objective: Identify stable, long-term funding sources for 
trail planning, design, construction, and maintenance (2 
likes
Goal: Provide for a safe and efficient County road 
network
Objective: Update the subdivision regulations to ensure 
new subdivisions pay a proportional share of their impact 
when upgrading County roads to meet County standards (1 
like)
Objective: Establish a baseline for the condition of County 
roads, and monitor their condition over time (1 like)
Objective: Prioritize the use of Rural Special Improvement 
Districts to upgrade substandard County roads in areas 
that are already developed (1 like)
Objective: Continue to secure federal funding sources to 
upgrade County roads that provide access to recreation 
areas on federal lands (4 likes)
Goal: Support water and sewer districts in and around 
community centers (2 likes)
Objective: Coordinate with the Gardiner Water and Sewer 
District to update water and sewer facilities (2 likes)
Objective: Evaluate and support the development of public 
water and wastewater systems in community centers in 
order to accommodate new growth and existing develop-
ment (3 likes) 
Goal: Collect, treat and dispose of solid waste as part of 
an effective and efficient waste management system
Objective: Maintain a data base on the use of solid waste 
(2 likes) (1 dislike)
Objective: Continue partnerships with the City Livingston 
to manage solid waste (1 like)
Objective: Continue efforts to support and explore new 
options for recycling (4 likes)
Key Issue: Housing
The cost of housing in Park County is on the rise.  Is the 
cost of housing outpacing wages? What does affordable 
housing mean for the workforce or low income house-
holds? How do housing prices impact elderly residents, or 
people with special needs?  Looking west, the cost of hous-
ing in Gallatin County is skyrocketing. Will it impact Park 
County?  Park County needs to gain a better of understand-
ing of its housing needs, and lay the foundation to address 
affordability.
Goal: Provide for affordable, low income and work-
force housing
Objective:  Prepare a housing plan for all of Park County 
that identifies affordable housing needs, targets and identi-
fies possible funding sources, and pinpoints implementa-
tion partners (4 likes)
Objective: Assist with implementing the strategies in the 
Gardner Area Housing Action Plan (3 likes)
Objective: Actively support and pursue grant funding to 

provide affordable housing to people with special needs 
and the elderly (2 likes)
Objectives:  Evaluate the impact of vacation rentals on 
housing availability (2 likes)
Key Issue: Growth and Development
Over the life of this Growth Policy Update, growth and 
development in Park County is certain to occur.  Growth 
and development is positive, and will help to diversify and 
strengthen the County’s economy. However, as growth 
and development occurs, conflicts will arise. The County 
Commissioners, County staff, and citizens need to be aware 
of changes in land use with both the positive and the neg-
ative impacts, and have the foundation ready to react in an 
acceptable manner. 
Goal: Protect private property rights (1 like)
Objective: When making decisions regarding land use, 
uphold provisions of the US Constitution and the Constitu-
tion of the State of Montana that protect private property 
rights (1 like) (1 dislike)
Goal: Take an active role in the land use and develop-
ment process (1 like)
Objective: Recognize the relationship between enhanced 
revenues generated by new growth, and the long term 
liabilities for maintaining infrastructure and providing 
services 
Objective: Identify the current mechanisms for addressing 
land use conflicts, and evaluate options for improvement 
(1 like)
Objective: Develop tools that will allow the County to re-
spond to and address evolving land use issues (1 like)
Objective: Continue with and expand upon community 
outreach efforts that inform citizens of planning activities, 
while keeping planners aware of pressing issues (2 likes)
Objective: Identify areas of critical agricultural importance, 

Emigrant 6.14.16 meeting Poster Results
Key Issue: Intergovernmental Coordination
Park County does not exist in a vacuum. There are a variety 
of forms of government from school boards and fire dis-
tricts to federal and state agencies, all involved in providing 
services and impacting the County’s population and sur-
roundings.  The County Commission only has jurisdiction 
over a portion of what occurs in Park County, but where 
they don’t have jurisdiction, it is likely another entity does.  
Non-governmental entities such as health care providers 
and community groups also play a critical role in providing 
services and contributing to Park County’s high quality of 
life.  Coordination with other government agencies and 
non-governmental partners is critical to provide efficient 
and effective services to residents and visitors.
Goal: Plan for and encourage development in the 
area around Livingston 
Objective: Complete a joint planning exercise with the City 
of Livingston to develop a shared vision for the unincorpo-
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and implement mechanisms in these areas that enable 
agricultural land owners to continue operations (3 likes)
Goal: Diversify Park County’s economy (1 like)
Objective: Provide resources and support to economic 
development agencies operating in Park County

rated area around Livingston (5 likes)
Objective: Update the existing interlocal agreement 
between the City of Livingston and Park County to outline 
steps each jurisdiction should take to meet the shared 
planning vision (1 like)
Objective: Complete an infrastructure plan and adopt 
development standards that under state law allow for the 
expedited review of subdivisions in the unincorporated 
area around Livingston (12 dislikes) 
Goal: Partner with state and federal agencies to re-
duce human-wildlife conflicts
Objective: Develop and implement a shared strategy with 
wildlife management agencies and community organiza-
tions to educate the public on living with wildlife (13 likes)
Objective: Identify critical wildlife corridors for develop-
ment, infrastructure and conservation planning (10 likes)
Goal: Support efforts of fire managers to manage 
fuels on public and private lands
Objective: Implement the tasks in the 2014 Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan (2 likes)
Objective: Increase support for rural fire districts (7 likes)
Goal: Become active partners in management of 
federal lands
Objective: Establish Cooperative Agency status with the 
United States Forest Service and National Parks Service (11 
likes)
Goal: Encourage efforts of non-governmental part-
ners to address community needs
Objective:  Facilitate and provide support to community 
groups (4 likes) 
Key Issue: Water Availability and Water Qual-
ity (8 likes)
Water is a basic necessity of life and is critical for the 
growth and development of the County.  As growth and 
development occurs, the County needs to understand the 
dynamics of this crucial resource and be prepared to make 
decisions on how to manage it to protect existing users, 
and provide for additional ones.  In order to do this, the 
County needs to establish a foundation for future decision 
making.
Goal: Be prepared to make decisions on how to man-
age water resources
Objective: Conduct a water resource study that analyzes 
sources, long term availability, potential conflicts, and rec-
ommendations for management
Objective: Establish baseline water quality information for 
the major watersheds in Park County (17 likes)
Key Issue: Infrastructure
Infrastructure connects people to places. Without it, there 
are no businesses, no trade and no jobs.  The County is a 
provider of infrastructure, and what we think of critical 
infrastructure is evolving.  The County needs to ensure the 
infrastructure that enables commerce for today and for 

tomorrow is safe, effective and efficient. 
Goal: Increase availability of broadband internet (1 
like)
Objective: Partner with educational providers, health care 
providers, the City of Livingston and the business commu-
nity to provide information and recommendations in order 
to make informed decisions about investing in broadband 
infrastructure and expanding its use
Goal: Create a system of interconnected trails
Objective: Prioritize and implement the recommendations 
in the Park County Active Transportation Plan (2 likes)
Objective: Continue partnerships with the City of Liv-
ingston to develop Active Transportation facilities in and 
around the City (3 likes)
Objective: Identify stable, long-term funding sources for 
trail planning, design, construction, and maintenance (9 
likes) (1 dislike)
Goal: Provide for a safe and efficient County road 
network
Objective: Update the subdivision regulations to ensure 
new subdivisions pay a proportional share of their impact 
when upgrading County roads to meet County standards (4 
likes)
Objective: Establish a baseline for the condition of County 
roads, and monitor their condition over time (6 likes)
Objective: Prioritize the use of Rural Special Improvement 
Districts to upgrade substandard County roads in areas 
that are already developed (2 likes)
Objective: Continue to secure federal funding sources to 
upgrade County roads that provide access to recreation 
areas on federal lands (7 likes) (1 dislike)
Goal: Support water and sewer districts in and 
around community centers
Objective: Coordinate with the Gardiner Water and Sewer 
District to update water and sewer facilities (3 likes)
Objective: Evaluate and support the development of public 
water and wastewater systems in community centers in 
order to accommodate new growth and existing develop-
ment (1 like)
Goal: Collect, treat and dispose of solid waste as 
part of an effective and efficient waste management 
system
Objective: Maintain a data base on the use of solid waste 
(3 likes)
Objective: Continue partnerships with the City Livingston 
to manage solid waste (7 likes)
Objective: Continue efforts to support and explore new 
options for recycling (14 likes)
Key Issue: Housing
The cost of housing in Park County is on the rise.  Is the 
cost of housing outpacing wages? What does affordable 
housing mean for the workforce or low income house-
holds? How do housing prices impact elderly residents, or 
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people with special needs?  Looking west, the cost of hous-
ing in Gallatin County is skyrocketing. Will it impact Park 
County?  Park County needs to gain a better of understand-
ing of its housing needs, and lay the foundation to address 
affordability.
Goal: Provide for affordable, low income and work-
force housing
Objective:  Prepare a housing plan for all of Park County 
that identifies affordable housing needs, targets and identi-
fies possible funding sources, and pinpoints implementa-
tion partners (7 likes)
Objective: Assist with implementing the strategies in the 
Gardner Area Housing Action Plan (2 likes)
Objective: Actively support and pursue grant funding to 
provide affordable housing to people with special needs 
and the elderly (6 likes)
Objectives:  Evaluate the impact of vacation rentals on 
housing availability (6 likes) (2 dislikes)
Key Issue: Growth and Development
Over the life of this Growth Policy Update, growth and 
development in Park County is certain to occur.  Growth 
and development is positive, and will help to diversify and 
strengthen the County’s economy. However, as growth 
and development occurs, conflicts will arise. The County 
Commissioners, County staff, and citizens need to be aware 
of changes in land use with both the positive and the neg-
ative impacts, and have the foundation ready to react in an 
acceptable manner. 
Goal: Protect private property rights
Objective: When making decisions regarding land use, 
uphold provisions of the US Constitution and the Constitu-
tion of the State of Montana that protect private property 
rights (7 likes) (4 dislikes)
Goal: Take an active role in the land use and devel-
opment process
Objective: Recognize the relationship between enhanced 
revenues generated by new growth, and the long term 
liabilities for maintaining infrastructure and providing ser-
vices (2 likes)
Objective: Identify the current mechanisms for addressing 
land use conflicts, and evaluate options for improvement 
(7 likes)
Objective: Develop tools that will allow the County to re-
spond to and address evolving land use issues (9 likes) 
Objective: Continue with and expand upon community 
outreach efforts that inform citizens of planning activities, 
while keeping planners aware of pressing issues (5 likes)
Objective: Identify areas of critical agricultural importance, 
and implement mechanisms in these areas that enable 
agricultural land owners to continue operations (7 likes)
Goal: Diversify Park County’s economy
Objective: Provide resources and support to economic 
development agencies operating in Park County (2 likes)

Growth Policy Update Public Meeting (Workshop Post-
ers)- Emigrant 6.14.16

Priorities
Protect Natural Resources
Balances in Property Rights
Keep Property Appealing 
Roads
Highway Safety 
Water Quality
Recreation Use of River
Zoning
Refuse & Recycle

Barriers
Lack of Zoning 
Conflicting Visions
Lack of Public Participation
Lack of Funding
Lack of Regulation

Opportunities
Tax (Fuel, Property)
Speed Limit
Additional Traffic Laws
Economic Development
Recreation for Citizens
1st National Park and Paradise Model
Eyesore Protection
Citizen-Initiated Zoning
Brand Livingston and Park County as Entrance to the Park

Wilsall 6.15.16 meeting Poster Results
Key Issue: Intergovernmental Coordination
Park County does not exist in a vacuum. There are a variety 
of forms of government from school boards and fire dis-
tricts to federal and state agencies, all involved in providing 
services and impacting the County’s population and sur-
roundings.  The County Commission only has jurisdiction 
over a portion of what occurs in Park County, but where 
they don’t have jurisdiction, it is likely another entity does.  
Non-governmental entities such as health care providers 
and community groups also play a critical role in providing 
services and contributing to Park County’s high quality of 
life.  Coordination with other government agencies and 
non-governmental partners is critical to provide efficient 
and effective services to residents and visitors.
Goal: Plan for and encourage development in the 
area around Livingston (1 like)
Objective: Complete a joint planning exercise with the City 
of Livingston to develop a shared vision for the unincorpo-
rated area around Livingston (1 like)
Objective: Update the existing interlocal agreement 
between the City of Livingston and Park County to outline 
steps each jurisdiction should take to meet the shared 
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planning vision (1 like)
Objective: Complete an infrastructure plan and adopt 
development standards that under state law allow for the 
expedited review of subdivisions in the unincorporated 
area around Livingston
Goal: Partner with state and federal agencies to re-
duce human-wildlife conflicts (1 like)
Objective: Develop and implement a shared strategy with 
wildlife management agencies and community organiza-
tions to educate the public on living with wildlife (3 likes)
Objective: Identify critical wildlife corridors for develop-
ment, infrastructure and conservation planning (1 like)
Goal: Support efforts of fire managers to manage 
fuels on public and private lands
Objective: Implement the tasks in the 2014 Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan
Objective: Increase support for rural fire districts (3 likes)
Goal: Become active partners in management of 
federal lands (2 likes)
Objective: Establish Cooperative Agency status with the 
United States Forest Service and National Parks Service (1 
like)
Goal: Encourage efforts of non-governmental part-
ners to address community needs (1 like)
Objective:  Facilitate and provide support to community 
groups (2 likes) 
Key Issue: Water Availability and Water Qual-
ity 
Water is a basic necessity of life and is critical for the 
growth and development of the County.  As growth and 
development occurs, the County needs to understand the 
dynamics of this crucial resource and be prepared to make 
decisions on how to manage it to protect existing users, 
and provide for additional ones.  In order to do this, the 
County needs to establish a foundation for future decision 
making.
Goal: Be prepared to make decisions on how to man-
age water resources
Objective: Conduct a water resource study that analyzes 
sources, long term availability, potential conflicts, and rec-
ommendations for management
Objective: Establish baseline water quality information for 
the major watersheds in Park County (4 likes)
Key Issue: Infrastructure
Infrastructure connects people to places. Without it, there 
are no businesses, no trade and no jobs.  The County is a 
provider of infrastructure, and what we think of critical 
infrastructure is evolving.  The County needs to ensure the 
infrastructure that enables commerce for today and for 
tomorrow is safe, effective and efficient. 
Goal: Increase availability of broadband internet (4 
likes)
Objective: Partner with educational providers, health care 

providers, the City of Livingston and the business commu-
nity to provide information and recommendations in order 
to make informed decisions about investing in broadband 
infrastructure and expanding its use
Goal: Create a system of interconnected trails
Objective: Prioritize and implement the recommendations 
in the Park County Active Transportation Plan 
Objective: Continue partnerships with the City of Liv-
ingston to develop Active Transportation facilities in and 
around the City
Objective: Identify stable, long-term funding sources for 
trail planning, design, construction, and maintenance 
Goal: Provide for a safe and efficient County road 
network (1 like)
Objective: Update the subdivision regulations to ensure 
new subdivisions pay a proportional share of their impact 
when upgrading County roads to meet County standards (2 
likes)
Objective: Establish a baseline for the condition of County 
roads, and monitor their condition over time (3 likes)
Objective: Prioritize the use of Rural Special Improvement 
Districts to upgrade substandard County roads in areas 
that are already developed (2 likes)
Objective: Continue to secure federal funding sources to 
upgrade County roads that provide access to recreation 
areas on federal lands (2 likes)
Goal: Support water and sewer districts in and 
around community centers
Objective: Coordinate with the Gardiner Water and Sewer 
District to update water and sewer facilities (2 likes)
Objective: Evaluate and support the development of public 
water and wastewater systems in community centers in 
order to accommodate new growth and existing develop-
ment (2 likes)
Goal: Collect, treat and dispose of solid waste as 
part of an effective and efficient waste management 
system (2 likes)
Objective: Maintain a data base on the use of solid waste 
(1 like)
Objective: Continue partnerships with the City Livingston 
to manage solid waste (3 likes)
Objective: Continue efforts to support and explore new 
options for recycling (3 likes)
Key Issue: Housing (1/2 like)
The cost of housing in Park County is on the rise.  Is the 
cost of housing outpacing wages? What does affordable 
housing mean for the workforce or low income house-
holds? How do housing prices impact elderly residents, or 
people with special needs?  Looking west, the cost of hous-
ing in Gallatin County is skyrocketing. Will it impact Park 
County?  Park County needs to gain a better of understand-
ing of its housing needs, and lay the foundation to address 
affordability.
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Goal: Provide for affordable, low income and work-
force housing 
Objective:  Prepare a housing plan for all of Park County 
that identifies affordable housing needs, targets and identi-
fies possible funding sources, and pinpoints implementa-
tion partners (2 likes)
Objective: Assist with implementing the strategies in the 
Gardner Area Housing Action Plan (1 like)
Objective: Actively support and pursue grant funding to 
provide affordable housing to people with special needs 
and the elderly (3 likes)
Objectives:  Evaluate the impact of vacation rentals on 
housing availability (2 likes)
Key Issue: Growth and Development
Over the life of this Growth Policy Update, growth and 
development in Park County is certain to occur.  Growth 
and development is positive, and will help to diversify and 
strengthen the County’s economy. However, as growth 
and development occurs, conflicts will arise. The County 
Commissioners, County staff, and citizens need to be aware 
of changes in land use with both the positive and the neg-
ative impacts, and have the foundation ready to react in an 
acceptable manner. 
Goal: Protect private property rights (5 likes)
Objective: When making decisions regarding land use, 
uphold provisions of the US Constitution and the Constitu-
tion of the State of Montana that protect private property 
rights 
Goal: Take an active role in the land use and devel-
opment process (2 likes)
Objective: Recognize the relationship between enhanced 
revenues generated by new growth, and the long term 
liabilities for maintaining infrastructure and providing ser-
vices (2 likes)
Objective: Identify the current mechanisms for addressing 
land use conflicts, and evaluate options for improvement 
(1 like)
Objective: Develop tools that will allow the County to re-
spond to and address evolving land use issues (2 likes) 
Objective: Continue with and expand upon community 
outreach efforts that inform citizens of planning activities, 

Livingston 6.15.16 meeting Poster Results
Key Issue: Intergovernmental Coordination
Park County does not exist in a vacuum. There are a variety 
of forms of government from school boards and fire dis-
tricts to federal and state agencies, all involved in providing 
services and impacting the County’s population and sur-
roundings.  The County Commission only has jurisdiction 
over a portion of what occurs in Park County, but where 
they don’t have jurisdiction, it is likely another entity does.  
Non-governmental entities such as health care providers 
and community groups also play a critical role in providing 
services and contributing to Park County’s high quality of 

life.  Coordination with other government agencies and 
non-governmental partners is critical to provide efficient 
and effective services to residents and visitors.
Goal: Plan for and encourage development in the 
area around Livingston 
Objective: Complete a joint planning exercise with the City 
of Livingston to develop a shared vision for the unincorpo-
rated area around Livingston (12 likes) (1 dislike)
Objective: Update the existing interlocal agreement 
between the City of Livingston and Park County to outline 
steps each jurisdiction should take to meet the shared 
planning vision (6 likes)
Objective: Complete an infrastructure plan and adopt 
development standards that under state law allow for the 
expedited review of subdivisions in the unincorporated 
area around Livingston (7 likes) (4 dislikes)
Goal: Partner with state and federal agencies to re-
duce human-wildlife conflicts 
Objective: Develop and implement a shared strategy with 
wildlife management agencies and community organiza-
tions to educate the public on living with wildlife (2 likes) 
(1 dislike)
Objective: Identify critical wildlife corridors for develop-
ment, infrastructure and conservation planning (4 likes) (1 
dislike)
Goal: Support efforts of fire managers to manage 
fuels on public and private lands
Objective: Implement the tasks in the 2014 Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan (2 likes)
Objective: Increase support for rural fire districts (2 likes)
Goal: Become active partners in management of 
federal lands 
Objective: Establish Cooperative Agency status with the 
United States Forest Service and National Parks Service (5 
likes)
Goal: Encourage efforts of non-governmental part-
ners to address community needs 
Objective:  Facilitate and provide support to community 
groups (5 likes) 
Key Issue: Water Availability and Water Qual-
ity 
Water is a basic necessity of life and is critical for the 
growth and development of the County.  As growth and 
development occurs, the County needs to understand the 
dynamics of this crucial resource and be prepared to make 
decisions on how to manage it to protect existing users, 
and provide for additional ones.  In order to do this, the 
County needs to establish a foundation for future decision 
making.
Goal: Be prepared to make decisions on how to man-
age water resources
Objective: Conduct a water resource study that analyzes 
sources, long term availability, potential conflicts, and rec-
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while keeping planners aware of pressing issues (1 like)
Objective: Identify areas of critical agricultural importance, 
and implement mechanisms in these areas that enable 
agricultural land owners to continue operations (3 likes)
Goal: Diversify Park County’s economy (2 likes)
Objective: Provide resources and support to economic 
development agencies operating in Park County 

ommendations for management
Objective: Establish baseline water quality information for 
the major watersheds in Park County (11 likes) (1 dislike)
Key Issue: Infrastructure
Infrastructure connects people to places. Without it, there 
are no businesses, no trade and no jobs.  The County is a 
provider of infrastructure, and what we think of critical 
infrastructure is evolving.  The County needs to ensure the 
infrastructure that enables commerce for today and for 
tomorrow is safe, effective and efficient. 
Goal: Increase availability of broadband internet 
Objective: Partner with educational providers, health care 
providers, the City of Livingston and the business commu-
nity to provide information and recommendations in order 
to make informed decisions about investing in broadband 
infrastructure and expanding its use (10 likes)
Goal: Create a system of interconnected trails (2 
likes)
Objective: Prioritize and implement the recommendations 
in the Park County Active Transportation Plan (3 likes)
Objective: Continue partnerships with the City of Liv-
ingston to develop Active Transportation facilities in and 
around the City (9 likes)
Objective: Identify stable, long-term funding sources for 
trail planning, design, construction, and maintenance (11 
likes) (7 dislikes)
Goal: Provide for a safe and efficient County road 
network 
Objective: Update the subdivision regulations to ensure 
new subdivisions pay a proportional share of their impact 
when upgrading County roads to meet County standards (9 
likes)
Objective: Establish a baseline for the condition of County 
roads, and monitor their condition over time (6 likes)
Objective: Prioritize the use of Rural Special Improvement 
Districts to upgrade substandard County roads in areas 
that are already developed (1 like) (3 dislikes)
Objective: Continue to secure federal funding sources to 
upgrade County roads that provide access to recreation 
areas on federal lands (9 likes) (1 dislike)
Goal: Support water and sewer districts in and 
around community centers
Objective: Coordinate with the Gardiner Water and Sewer 
District to update water and sewer facilities (3 likes) (1 
dislike)
Objective: Evaluate and support the development of public 
water and wastewater systems in community centers in 
order to accommodate new growth and existing develop-
ment (8 likes) (1 dislike)
Goal: Collect, treat and dispose of solid waste as 
part of an effective and efficient waste management 
system
Objective: Maintain a data base on the use of solid waste 

(8 like)
Objective: Continue partnerships with the City Livingston 
to manage solid waste (11 likes)
Objective: Continue efforts to support and explore new 
options for recycling (12 likes)
Key Issue: Housing 
The cost of housing in Park County is on the rise.  Is the 
cost of housing outpacing wages? What does affordable 
housing mean for the workforce or low income house-
holds? How do housing prices impact elderly residents, or 
people with special needs?  Looking west, the cost of hous-
ing in Gallatin County is skyrocketing. Will it impact Park 
County?  Park County needs to gain a better of understand-
ing of its housing needs, and lay the foundation to address 
affordability.
Goal: Provide for affordable, low income and work-
force housing 
Objective:  Prepare a housing plan for all of Park County 
that identifies affordable housing needs, targets and identi-
fies possible funding sources, and pinpoints implementa-
tion partners (13 likes)
Objective: Assist with implementing the strategies in the 
Gardner Area Housing Action Plan (1 like)
Objective: Actively support and pursue grant funding to 
provide affordable housing to people with special needs 
and the elderly (8 likes)
Objectives:  Evaluate the impact of vacation rentals on 
housing availability (6 likes) (2 dislikes)
Key Issue: Growth and Development
Over the life of this Growth Policy Update, growth and 
development in Park County is certain to occur.  Growth 
and development is positive, and will help to diversify and 
strengthen the County’s economy. However, as growth 
and development occurs, conflicts will arise. The County 
Commissioners, County staff, and citizens need to be aware 
of changes in land use with both the positive and the neg-
ative impacts, and have the foundation ready to react in an 
acceptable manner. 
Goal: Protect private property rights 
Objective: When making decisions regarding land use, 
uphold provisions of the US Constitution and the Constitu-
tion of the State of Montana that protect private property 
rights (9 likes) 
Goal: Take an active role in the land use and devel-
opment process (2 likes)
Objective: Recognize the relationship between enhanced 
revenues generated by new growth, and the long term 
liabilities for maintaining infrastructure and providing ser-
vices (9 likes)
Objective: Identify the current mechanisms for addressing 
land use conflicts, and evaluate options for improvement 
(8 like)
Objective: Develop tools that will allow the County to re-
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spond to and address evolving land use issues (3 likes) 
Objective: Continue with and expand upon community 
outreach efforts that inform citizens of planning activities, 
while keeping planners aware of pressing issues (8 like)
Objective: Identify areas of critical agricultural importance, 

Livingston Meeting – Workshop 
6.16.16
Priorities
1.	 Econ development
2.	 Maintain natural environment
3.	 Affordable housing
4.	 Plan roads and utilities
5.	 Housing development – master plan affordable 
Housing
6.	 Maintain property rights
7.	 Cherish county…
8.	 Grid of city county land uses
9.	 What we want to be when we grow up
10.	 Growth and development – infrastructure de-
mands, etc.
11.	 Ensuring new development on existing infrastruc-
ture
12.	 Reducing development in hazardous places
13.	 Zoning for land use 
14.	 Infrastructure to attract tourists and businesses
15.	 Effective government that listens, think broadly, 
and act
16.	 Infrastructure – capacity
17.	 Housing – capacity
18.	 Communication all levels of government
19.	 What is the identify of Park County – growth, sus-
tainability
20.	 Protect natural resources
21.	 Public access to public lands
22.	 Steer growth of private residences
23.	 Land use – zoning is absolutely necessary
24.	 Water – management
25.	 Control development of agriculture lands
26.	 Commercial/industrial land use regulations
27.	 Non county road improvements
28.	 Wild life accommodation within the county
29.	 Initiate county zoning plan to protect private prop-
erty rights
30.	 Weed control – enforcement
31.	 Economic development – per capita income
32.	 Land use 
33.	 Access to public lands, trails, and rivers
34.	 Concentrated development, no sprawl
35.	 Coordination with city planning, admin, public 
works – proximity to Livingston
36.	 Diversify economic base
37.	 Housing – affordable and work force
38.	 Protecting tourism industry – sustainability

39.	 Protecting agriculture
40.	 Protecting Yellowstone ecosystem – mines and 
asphalt plant
41.	 Existing and future roads and corridors – planning, 
growth
42.	 Quality schools
43.	 Quality emergency services
44.	 Public access to public lands and water 
45.	 Trail connectivity
46.	 Planning for new growth
47.	 Water use and availability
Barriers
1.	 Private property attitudes – protection
2.	 Mistrust of government
3.	 Fear of change
4.	 Funding
5.	 Human challenges – fear of change, history, 
turf, egos, personalities, fixed mindsets
6.	 Paranoia – U.N. agenda 21
7.	 Lack of communication
8.	 Money
9.	 Fear of government control
10.	 Attitude toward change
11.	 Money
12.	 People who oppose all government activity
13.	 People who don’t want to pay for public im-
provements 
14.	 Prioritizing resource allocation in a resource 
short environment
15.	 “we’ve always done it this way”
16.	 Money
17.	 Hard focus on outcomes – no vision of out-
comes to gain support
18.	 “Mish mash” growth
19.	 Good ole boy / new boy ideas
20.	 Lack of vision
21.	 No incentive of smart growth
22.	 No incentive to not sell land
23.	 Low participation
24.	 Diverse population – 
25.	 Funding
26.	 Community perception of planning
27.	 Engaging all sectors of community
28.	 Outdated federal mining laws
29.	 Wealthy land owners who block public access
30.	 Sprawl in rural areas
31.	 Tax base too small
32.	 Lack of city county cooperation
33.	 Lack of economic development progress
34.	 Development sprawl needs control
35.	 Too many restrictions on new business devel-
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and implement mechanisms in these areas that enable 
agricultural land owners to continue operations (8 likes)
Goal: Diversify Park County’s economy 
Objective: Provide resources and support to economic 
development agencies operating in Park County (4 likes) (2 
dislikes)

opment
36.	 Costs need control
37.	 Preconceived ideas
38.	 Past history laissez faire
39.	 Budget constraints
40.	 Lack of coordination and joint planning city 
county growth issues
41.	 Opposition to land use regulations
42.	 Rapid growth that would only accelerate – ev-
eryone wants piece of paradise
Ways to address fear of planning
•	 Bottom up type processes
•	 Mitigate assumptions – education, public 
outreach
•	 highlighting fiscal issues without planning
Budgetary issues
•	 lack of communication
•	 timing
•	 unrealistic/too big
•	 PILT reliance
•	 Lack of public support
Opportunities
1.	 People care about better community
2.	 One of a kind resources – Yellowstone Nation-
al Park
3.	 Growth is coming, now is the time
4.	 Small town sense of community
5.	 Most people share the same values
6.	 Land use – growth and development threats 
inspire land use planning
7.	 Incredible natural beauty proximity to Yellow-
stone National Park
8.	 Highway and airport infrastructure
9.	 Growing public awareness to protect paradise
10.	 World class travel destination
11.	 Excellent residential location
12.	 Encourage high density growth – ag credit sys-
tem (limits on residences, farmers were given credits, 
developers had to buy before development could 
occur)
13.	 Attract clean business, what we are where we 
are
14.	 Still small enough to get community involve-
ment
15.	 Let new businesses in
16.	 Cooperation between city and county
17.	 Natural resources can bring in jobs money 
people
18.	 A blank slate – no countywide/overarching 

regulation, can create our own model
19.	 Small community
20.	 Have strong sense of pride and values
21.	 City and county improved infrastructure
22.	 Private money is bringing in more tourists
23.	 More effective techniques are educating and 
involving the public
24.	 Growing awareness for the need for planning
25.	 Willingness of the gov’t to address the opposi-
tion of gov’t
26.	 Recent development and Connectivity of trails
27.	 Gardiner efforts – resort tax, gateway project, 
housing (a lot to learn from it)
28.	 New, younger, engaged business ownership
29.	 New hospital
30.	 Investment in downtown building (Urban Re-
newal Agency funding)
31.	 Capitalize on tourism with backup from clean 
industry
32.	 Get our ducks in a row
33.	 Run our city and county responsibly – role 
model
34.	 Create parking for residents and guests – in 
communities
35.	 Changing demographics, progressive thinking
36.	 Increasing understanding for the need for 
open space limiting sprawl and development
37.	 Increasing sensitivity for the need to protect 
the environment
38.	 Identify the Livingston river front as a driver of 
economic activity
39.	 Desire of the a large portion of the populace 
to achieve a better quality of life, earnings
40.	 Desire of the large portion of the populace to 
protect existing quality of life, small community life 
style and environment
41.	 Wind farm

Growth Policy Update Worksheet Results 6.27.16 
(Mailed In) (1 total)

Key Issue: Intergovernmental Coordina-
tion (1 like)
Park County does not exist in a vacuum. There are a variety 
of forms of government from school boards
and fire districts to federal and state agencies, all involved 
in providing services and impacting the County’s
population and surroundings. The County Commission 
only has jurisdiction over a portion of what occurs
in Park County, but where they don’t have jurisdiction, it is 
likely another entity does. Non-governmental
entities such as health care providers and community 
groups also play a critical role in providing services and
contributing to Park County’s high quality of life. Coordina-
tion with other government agencies and non-gov-
ernmental partners is critical to provide efficient and effec-
tive services to residents and visitors.
Goal: Plan for and encourage development in 
the area around Livingston (1 like) 
Objective: Complete a joint planning exercise with the City 
of Livingston to develop a shared vision for the unincorpo-
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rated area around Livingston (1 like)
Objective: Update the existing interlocal agreement be-
tween the City of Livingston and Park County to out- line 
steps each jurisdiction should take to meet the shared 
planning vision (1 like)
Objective: Complete an infrastructure plan and adopt 
development standards that under state law allow for the 
expedited review of subdivisions in the unincorporated 
area around Livingston (1 like) 
Goal: Partner with state and federal agencies to 
reduce human-wildlife conflicts (1 like)
Objective: Develop and implement a shared strategy with 
wildlife management agencies and community organiza-
tions to educate the public on living with wildlife (1 like)
Objective: Identify critical wildlife corridors for develop-
ment, infrastructure and conservation planning (1 like) 
Goal: Support efforts of fire managers to man-
age fuels on public and private lands (1 like)
Objective: Implement the tasks in the 2014 Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan 
Objective: Increase support for rural fire districts (1 like)
Goal: Become active partners in management of 
federal lands 
Objective: Establish Cooperative Agency status with the 
United States Forest Service and National Parks Service (1 
dislike)
Goal: Encourage efforts of non-governmental 
partners to address community needs (1 like)
Objective: Facilitate and provide support to community 
groups (1 like)
Objective: Develop tools that will allow the County to 
respond to and address evolving land use issues (1 like) (1 
dislike)
Objective: Continue with and expand upon community 
outreach efforts that inform citizens of planning activities, 
while keeping planners aware of pressing issues (1 like)
Objective: Identify areas of critical agricultural importance, 
and implement mechanisms in these areas that enable 
agricultural land owners to continue operations (1 like)
Goal: Diversify Park County’s economy (1 like) 
Objective: Provide resources and support to economic de-
velopment agencies operating in Park County (1 like) 
Key Issue: Water Availability and Water 
Quality (1 like)
Water is a basic necessity of life and is critical for the growth 
and development of the County. As growth and develop-
ment occurs, the County needs to understand the dynamics 
of this crucial resource and be prepared to make decisions 
on how to manage it to protect existing users, and provide 
for additional ones. In order to do this, the County needs to 
establish a foundation for future decision making.
Goal: Be prepared to make decisions on how to 
manage water resources (1 like)
Objective: Conduct a water resource study that analyzes 

sources, long term availability, potential conflicts, and 
recommendations for management (no choice available on 
worksheet)
Objective: Establish baseline water quality information for 
the major watersheds in Park County (no choice available 
on worksheet)
Key Issue: Infrastructure (1 like)
Infrastructure connects people to places. Without it, there 
are no businesses, no trade and no jobs. The County is 
a provider of infrastructure, and what we think of critical 
infrastructure is evolving. The County needs to ensure the 
infrastructure that enables commerce for today and for 
tomorrow is safe, effective and efficient.
Goal: Increase availability of broadband internet 
(1 dislike)
Objective: Partner with educational providers, health care 
providers, the City of Livingston and the business commu-
nity to provide information and recommendations in order 
to make informed decisions about invest- ing in broadband 
infrastructure and expanding its use (1 dislike)
Goal: Create a system of interconnected trails (1 
like)
Objective: Prioritize and implement the recommendations 
in the Park County Active Transportation Plan 
Objective: Continue partnerships with the City of Livingston 
to develop Active Transportation facilities in and around the 
City (1 like)
Objective: Identify stable, long-term funding sources for trail 
planning, design, construction, and maintenance (1 like)
Goal: Provide for a safe and efficient County road 
network (1 like)
Objective: Update the subdivision regulations to ensure 
new subdivisions pay a proportional share of their impact 
when upgrading County roads to meet County standards (1 
like)
Objective: Establish a baseline for the condition of County 
roads, and monitor their condition over time (1 like)
Objective: Prioritize the use of Rural Special Improvement 
Districts to upgrade substandard County roads in areas that 
are already developed (1 like)
Objective: Continue to secure federal funding sources to 
upgrade County roads that provide access to recreation 
areas on federal lands (1 like)
Goal: Support water and sewer districts in and 
around community centers (1 like)
Objective: Coordinate with the Gardiner Water and Sewer 
District to update water and sewer facilities (1 like)
Objective: Evaluate and support the development of public 
water and wastewater systems in community centers in or-
der to accommodate new growth and existing development 
(1 like)
Goal: Collect, treat and dispose of solid waste as 
part of an effective and efficient waste manage-
ment system (1 like)
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Objective: Maintain a data base on the use of solid waste 
Objective: Continue partnerships with the City of Livingston 
to manage solid waste (1 like)
Objective: Continue efforts to support and explore new 
options for recycling (1 like)
Key Issue: Housing (1 like)
The cost of housing in Park County is on the rise. Is the 
cost of housing outpacing wages? What does af- fordable 
housing mean for the workforce or low income house-
holds? How do housing prices impact elderly residents, 
or people with special needs? Looking west, the cost of 
housing in Gallatin County is skyrocketing. Will it impact 
Park County?  Park County needs to gain a better of under-
standing of its housing needs, and lay the foundation to 
address affordability.
Goal: Provide for affordable, low income and 
workforce housing (1 like)
Objective: Prepare a housing plan for all of Park County 
that identifies affordable housing needs, targets and iden-
tifies possible funding sources, and pinpoints implementa-
tion partners (1 like)
Objective: Assist with implementing the strategies in the 
Gardner Area Housing Action Plan 
Objective: Actively support and pursue grant funding to 
provide affordable housing to people with specia needs 
and the elderly (1 like)
Objectives: Evaluate the impact of vacation rentals on 
housing availability (1 dislike)
Key Issue: Growth and Development (1 
like) 
Over the life of this Growth Policy Update, growth and 
development in Park County is certain to occur. Growth 
and development is positive, and will help to diversify and 
strengthen the County’s economy. How- ever, as growth 
and development occurs, conflicts will arise. The County 
Commissioners, County staff, and citizens need to be aware 
of changes in land use with both the positive and the neg-
ative impacts, and have the foundation ready to react in an 
acceptable manner.
Goal: Protect private property rights (1 like)
Objective: When making decisions regarding land use, 
uphold provisions of the US Constitution and the
Constitution of the State of Montana that protect private 
property rights (1 like)
Goal: Take an active role in the land use and de-
velopment process (1 like) 
Objective: Recognize the relationship between enhanced 
revenues generated by new growth, and the long term lia-
bilities for maintaining infrastructure and providing services 
(1 like) 
Objective: Identify the current mechanisms for addressing 
land use conflicts, and evaluate options for improvement 
growth and existing development (1 like)
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Meeting 
Location

Key Issue Goals Objective Comment

Emigrant Growth and 
Development

Protect pri-
vate property 
rights

When making deci-
sions regarding land 
use, uphold provisions 
of the US Constitution 
and the Constitution 
of the State of Montana 
that protect private 
property rights

I agree with private property rights 
but it needs limits.  What I’ve seen so 
far here in Montana, people are more 
concerned with individual private 
property rights instead of the overall 
good for everyone.

Emigrant Water Avail-
ability and 
Quality

Be Prepared to 
make deci-
sions on how 
to manage wa-
ter resources

Establish baseline wa-
ter quality information 
for the major water-
sheds in Park County

They need to pay attention to riparian 
habitat. In particular, the Yellowstone 
river not only supplies clean water but 
is a major recreational resource. If it 
gets overbuilt it will lose its quality 
to the point people won’t use it. Thus 
affecting our tourism economy.

Emigrant Growth and 
Development

Take an active 
role in the 
land use and 
development 
process

Stricter regulations on bill boards. 
No mining or industrial development 
in the county. Ok with commercial 
development, more specifically cater 
to tourism. I think the procedure and 
regulations for subdivision are ok at 
the moment.

Emigrant Growth and 
Development

Protect pri-
vate property 
rights

When making deci-
sions regarding land 
use, uphold provisions 
of the US Constitution 
and the Constitution 
of the State of Montana 
that protect private 
property rights

I think the way the objective is writ-
ten, it sounds inflammatory. I want 
the current objective to split into more 
discrete objectives, more specifical-
ly related to private property rights 
issues.

Emigrant Growth and 
Development

Protect pri-
vate property 
rights

When making deci-
sions regarding land 
use, uphold provisions 
of the US Constitution 
and the Constitution 
of the State of Montana 
that protect private 
property rights

I think Moser’s property is a viola-
tion of some regulation if not at least 
highway encroachment. If it is not 
in violation of any regulation, those 
regulations need to be created and 
enforced.

Written Comment Collected from all Open House Meetings
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Emigrant Growth and 

Development
Protect pri-
vate property 
rights

When making deci-
sions regarding land 
use, uphold provisions 
of the US Constitution 
and the Constitution 
of the State of Montana 
that protect private 
property rights

I don’t want to see individual prop-
erty rights at the exclusion of natural 
resources and the environment. To the 
point where it detracts from the beauty 
of paradise valley. Better balancing of 
individual property rights and com-
munity interests.

Emigrant Housing Provide for 
affordable low 
income and 
workforce 
housing

I think a lot more analysis needs to 
be done in regards to the growth of 
Bozeman and Gallatin County and its 
impacts on Park County. The devel-
opment in Livingston and the I90 
corridor needs to be planned to receive 
additional people.

Wilsall Infrastructure Collect and 
treat and dis-
pose of solid 
waste as part 
of an effective 
and efficient 
waste manage-
ment system

Continue partnerships 
with the City Living-
ston to manage solid 
waste

Before they got rid of the Livingston 
incinerator they should have let all the 
Park County citizens decide on it.

Livingston Water Avail-
ability and 
Quality

Be Prepared to 
make deci-
sions on how 
to manage wa-
ter resources

Establish baseline wa-
ter quality information 
for the major water-
sheds in Park County

Baseline water quality for the wilsall 
and Clyde park area has already been 
done. For the northern conservation 
district/watershed group, Alan John-
stone was the chairman at that time, 
Darrel Shehen is the current chairman. 
Jackie Nelson was the contact for the 
southern conservation district/water-
shed group. 

Livingston Water Avail-
ability and 
Quality

Be Prepared to 
make deci-
sions on how 
to manage wa-
ter resources

Establish baseline wa-
ter quality information 
for the major water-
sheds in Park County

The state is already doing these things. 
It’s duplicity for county to get involved 
with that.

Livingston Infrastructure Support water 
and sewer 
districts in 
and around 
community 
centers

Cooke city should be included in the 
water/sewer infrastructure planning.
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Livingston Infrastructure Provide for a 

safe and effi-
cient County 
Road network

Prioritize the use of 
Rural Special Im-
provement Districts to 
upgrade substandard 
County roads in areas 
that are already devel-
oped

Non-county roads have a long history 
of deteriorating especially when the 
community and traffic is growing. Un-
fortunately most of these communities 
do not have the resources to fix the 
roads on their own. Whether you like 
gov’t support or not an RID is the only 
way to realistically finance significant 
road improvements and maintenance 
in these areas.

Government 
Coordination

Support 
efforts of fire 
managers to 
manage fuels 
on public and 
private lands

Implement the tasks in 
the 2014 Community 
Wildre Protection Plan

Would need to refresh understanding 
of this plan

Government 
Coordination

Become active 
partners in 
management 
of federal 
lands

Establish Cooperative 
Agency status with the 
United States Forest 
Service and National 
Parks Service

Currently I feel that the FWP and 
NPS are doing a good job with federal 
lands, not sure that Park County jump-
ing in would be a good thing. Let them 
do what they are good at, experience 
matters in this case and FWP and NPS 
have it.

Growth and 
Development

Take an active 
role in the 
land use and 
development 
process

Develop tools that will 
allow the County to 
respond to and ad-
dress evolving land use 
issues

Revisit the tools currently in place and 
see if we are using them fully.

Infrastructure Increase 
availability of 
broadband 
internet

Partner with educa-
tional providers, health 
care providers, the City 
of Livingston and the 
business community 
to provide information 
and recommendations 
in order to make in-
formed decisions about 
investing in broadband 
infrastructure and 
expanding its use

AS broadband providers are limited in 
this area due to license agreements be-
tween the providers, time spent on this 
should not be priority at this point. 

Infrastructure Create a sys-
tem of inter-
connected 
trails

Prioritize and imple-
ment the recommen-
dations in the Park 
County Active Trans-
portation Plan

How current is the recommendation 
on this plan, if not within last 5 yrs 
than no
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Infrastructure Provide for a 

safe and effi-
cient County 
Road network

Prioritize the use of 
Rural Special Im-
provement Districts to 
upgrade substandard 
County roads in areas 
that are already devel-
oped

Since you haven’t gotten one to work 
yet, continue trying

Infrastructure Collect and 
treat and dis-
pose of solid 
waste as part 
of an effective 
and efficient 
waste manage-
ment system

Maintain a data base 
on the use of solid 
waste

To do what with?

Infrastructure Collect and 
treat and dis-
pose of solid 
waste as part 
of an effective 
and efficient 
waste manage-
ment system

Continue partnerships 
with the City Living-
ston to manage solid 
waste

Revisit this to ensure it is financially 
beneficial

Housing This is becoming a necessary priority 
for all!

Housing Provide for 
affordable low 
income and 
workforce 
housing

Assist with implement-
ing the strategies in the 
Gardner Area Housing 
Action Plan

Unfamiliar with this plan

Housing Provide for 
affordable low 
income and 
workforce 
housing

Evaluate the impact 
of vacation rentals on 
housing availability

Not a priority, we are a tourist town 
and vacation rentals bring in dollars to 
a multitude of areas

Government 
Coordination

Plan for and 
encourage 
development 
in the area 
around Liv-
ingston

Update the existing 
interlocal agreement 
between the City of 
Livingston and Park 
County to outline 
steps each jurisdiction 
should take to meet the 
shared planning vision

That’s great but what about joint 
planning/ interlocal agreements with 
Gardiner through the Greater Gardin-
er Community Council?
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Government 
Coordination

Plan for and 
encourage 
development 
in the area 
around Liv-
ingston

Update the existing 
interlocal agreement 
between the City of 
Livingston and Park 
County to outline 
steps each jurisdiction 
should take to meet the 
shared planning vision

Park County, Livingston, Gardiner 
are three different places and should 
be treated as such. Shields Valley also 
being its own.

Government 
Coordination

Partner with 
state and 
federal agen-
cies to reduce 
human and 
wildlife con-
flicts

Develop and imple-
ment a shared strategy 
with wildlife manage-
ment agencies and 
community organi-
zations to educate the 
public on living with 
wildlife

The wildlife issue is too much for more 
than general statements on a Growth 
Policy. We already have multiple gov-
ernment agencies and private groups 
involved. Should be separate from 
Growth Policy.

Government 
Coordination

Support 
efforts of fire 
managers to 
manage fuels 
on public and 
private lands

Implement the tasks in 
the 2014 Community 
Wildre Protection Plan

Yes- If there’s already a plan it should 
be implemented.

Infrastructure Increase 
availability of 
broadband 
internet

Partner with educa-
tional providers, health 
care providers, the City 
of Livingston and the 
business community 
to provide information 
and recommendations 
in order to make in-
formed decisions about 
investing in broadband 
infrastructure and 
expanding its use

Should be City/Community funded 
not via County funded. Agree internet 
should be widely available but each 
community should decide how and to 
what extend funded.

Infrastructure Create a sys-
tem of inter-
connected 
trails

Prioritize and imple-
ment the recommen-
dations in the Park 
County Active Trans-
portation Plan

Hard to agree or disagree as I’m not 
familiar with what is in the plan. If 
plan was developed on proven needs/
wants of community I support. Should 
not raise costs significantly through 
Park County.

Infrastructure Create a sys-
tem of inter-
connected 
trails

Continue partnerships 
with the City of Living-
ston to develop Active 
Transportation facili-
ties in and around the 
City

Please include discussion of public 
transportation (i.e. bus from Living-
ston to Gardiner for both locals and 
tourists; Livingston to Bozeman). Also 
develop rails to trails from Gardiner 
through the valley to Livingston.



Park County, MT Growth PolicyAppendix B-58

Draft - January 13, 2017
Infrastructure Create a sys-

tem of inter-
connected 
trails

Identify stable, long-
term funding sources 
for trail planning, de-
sign, construction, and 
maintenance

Would support transportation system 
for getting folks from Bozeman or 
Airport through Livingston and to the 
Park. Should be majority financially 
supported by users.

Infrastructure Provide for a 
safe and effi-
cient County 
Road network

Update the subdivision 
regulations to ensure 
new subdivisions pay 
a proportional share 
of their impact when 
upgrading County 
roads to meet County 
standards

We are, I assume, just talking roads 
here.

Infrastructure Provide for a 
safe and effi-
cient County 
Road network

Establish a baseline for 
the condition of Coun-
ty roads, and monitor 
their condition over 
time

Little used roads might be de-commis-
sioned or reduced to maintain the road 
standard should be based on numbers 
and use. Different baselines for differ-
ent roads.

Infrastructure Provide for a 
safe and effi-
cient County 
Road network

Prioritize the use of 
Rural Special Im-
provement Districts to 
upgrade substandard 
County roads in areas 
that are already devel-
oped

Property tax the first source and im-
provement district second.

Infrastructure Provide for a 
safe and effi-
cient County 
Road network

Continue to secure fed-
eral funding sources to 
upgrade County roads 
that provide access to 
recreation areas on 
federal lands

Remember the Jardine Road condi-
tion, it provides access to so many 
public trails to public lands.

Infrastructure Support water 
and sewer 
districts in 
and around 
community 
centers

Coordinate with the 
Gardiner Water and 
Sewer District to up-
date water and sewer 
facilities

Only if resort taxes are used heavily 
since heavy uses are primarily from 
tourism. We’ll need upgrades yes, but 
pay for it with resort tax.

Infrastructure Support water 
and sewer 
districts in 
and around 
community 
centers

Evaluate and sup-
port the development 
of public water and 
wastewater systems in 
community centers in 
order to accommodate 
new growth and exist-
ing development

Again, use resort tax heavily.
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Infrastructure Collect and 

treat and dis-
pose of solid 
waste as part 
of an effective 
and efficient 
waste manage-
ment system

Maintain a data base 
on the use of solid 
waste

Will this database be used to expand 
recycling options? Then yes, sounds 
great.

Housing …and not just affordable housing, but 
we need any housing! There is a lack 
of residential housing in general in 
Gardiner.

Housing Provide for 
affordable low 
income and 
workforce 
housing

Prepare a housing plan 
for all of Park County 
that identifies afford-
able housing needs, 
targets and identi-
fies possible funding 
sources, and pinpoints 
implementation part-
ners

Consider zoning changes or building 
permit guidelines that allow small 
(very) parcels the ability to build a 
their own “tiny house” property or 
parcels. Low-cost option for many. 
Should allow for homeowner con-
struction on permanent foundations. 

Housing Provide for 
affordable low 
income and 
workforce 
housing

Assist with implement-
ing the strategies in the 
Gardner Area Housing 
Action Plan

Am against a “west Yellowstone” solu-
tion of building into the forest, land 
trades, etc. Would like to see dense 
housing with open space in between. 
Rodeo grounds, bottom of basin plan-
ning. Just say no to sprawl in Gardin-
er/Park County. 

Housing Provide for 
affordable low 
income and 
workforce 
housing

Assist with implement-
ing the strategies in the 
Gardner Area Housing 
Action Plan

Gardiner has no way to go bit up or 
down the valley. We need this man-
aged but not to the point it becomes 
unaffordable. The ones in need are the 
lower end of the wage scale.

Growth and 
Development

Growth and Development is inevita-
ble. Can be positive or negative.

Growth and 
Development

Inevitable

Growth and 
Development

Protect pri-
vate property 
rights

Reword to state protect property rights 
and values. This recognizes that what 
one does on his private property im-
pacts his neighbors.
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Growth and 
Development

Protect pri-
vate property 
rights

When making deci-
sions regarding land 
use, uphold provisions 
of the US Constitution 
and the Constitution 
of the State of Montana 
that protect private 
property rights

Property rights should be protected 
through proper/vetted public input 
into zoning districts to protect resi-
dents, businesses & rural property.

Growth and 
Development

Take an active 
role in the 
land use and 
development 
process

Who should do this?

Growth and 
Development

Take an active 
role in the 
land use and 
development 
process

Recognize the relation-
ship between enhanced 
revenues generated by 
new growth, and the 
long term liabilities for 
maintaining infrastruc-
ture and providing 
services

Resort taxes should not be used 
as replacement funds for projects 
such as roads/ sewer/ water/ etc. 
projects but could help supplement 
if requests far exceed standards.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                    

Growth and 
Development

Take an active 
role in the 
land use and 
development 
process

Identify the current 
mechanisms for ad-
dressing land use 
conflicts, and evaluate 
options for improve-
ment

Should not be so rigid that it becomes 
divided. Each side in issues need wig-
gle room.

Growth and 
Development

Take an active 
role in the 
land use and 
development 
process

Develop tools that will 
allow the County to 
respond to and ad-
dress evolving land use 
issues

The tricky part, finding a balance. 

Growth and 
Development

ADD GOAL: Ensure that future 
growth and development enhances 
environmental values (2 likes)

Emigrant Government 
Coordination

Support 
efforts of fire 
managers to 
manage fuels 
on public and 
private lands

Implement the tasks in 
the 2014 Community 
Wildre Protection Plan

Don’t know what this is

Emigrant Government 
Coordination

Become active 
partners in 
management 
of federal 
lands

Establish Cooperative 
Agency status with the 
United States Forest 
Service and National 
Parks Service

HB 510 helps with this



Park County, MT Growth Policy Appendix B-61

Draft - January 13, 2017
Emigrant Water Avail-

ability and 
Quality

Be Prepared to 
make deci-
sions on how 
to manage wa-
ter resources

Establish baseline wa-
ter quality information 
for the major water-
sheds in Park County

This needs to be done for all issues 
relevant to water.

Emigrant Housing Gallatin County already impacts the 
County.

Livingston Government 
Coordination

Plan for and 
encourage 
development 
in the area 
around Liv-
ingston

Yes

Government 
Coordination

Plan for and 
encourage 
development 
in the area 
around Liv-
ingston

No

Government 
Coordination

Plan for and 
encourage 
development 
in the area 
around Liv-
ingston

Too broad. What kind of develop-
ment?

Government 
Coordination

Plan for and 
encourage 
development 
in the area 
around Liv-
ingston

Update the existing 
interlocal agreement 
between the City of 
Livingston and Park 
County to outline 
steps each jurisdiction 
should take to meet the 
shared planning vision

??

Government 
Coordination

Plan for and 
encourage 
development 
in the area 
around Liv-
ingston

Complete an infra-
structure plan and 
adopt development 
standards that under 
state law allow for the 
expedited review of 
subdivisions in the 
unincorporated area 
around Livingston

Concern- expedition can lead to poor 
review process, greed motivated.
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Government 
Coordination

Plan for and 
encourage 
development 
in the area 
around Liv-
ingston

Complete an infra-
structure plan and 
adopt development 
standards that under 
state law allow for the 
expedited review of 
subdivisions in the 
unincorporated area 
around Livingston

thorough [note: this was suggested in 
repleace of the work “expidited”]

Government 
Coordination

Plan for and 
encourage 
development 
in the area 
around Liv-
ingston

Complete an infra-
structure plan and 
adopt development 
standards that under 
state law allow for the 
expedited review of 
subdivisions in the 
unincorporated area 
around Livingston

No!! subdivisions should be carefully 
scrutinized , limits sprawl.!

Government 
Coordination

Support 
efforts of fire 
managers to 
manage fuels 
on public and 
private lands

Implement the tasks in 
the 2014 Community 
Wildre Protection Plan

?

Growth and 
Development

Diversify 
Park Countys 
Economy

Provide resources and 
support to economic 
development agen-
cies operating in Park 
County

Depends, we have a unique communi-
ty don’t want it to become “anywhere” 
USA. See Gardiner branding/research 
results

Infrastructure Increase 
availability of 
broadband 
internet

Money

Infrastructure Create a sys-
tem of inter-
connected 
trails

Prioritize and imple-
ment the recommen-
dations in the Park 
County Active Trans-
portation Plan

?

Infrastructure Collect and 
treat and dis-
pose of solid 
waste as part 
of an effective 
and efficient 
waste manage-
ment system

Maintain a data base 
on the use of solid 
waste

Money
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Livingston	 The growth policy needs to be enforceable. The county should consider county wide zoning. If we 
could always trust our neighbors to do the right thing then we wouldn't need county wide zoning. The econom-
ic report that was done in 2016, reflects Park County's strong economic numbers based on recreation, tourism, 
ranching, etc.  If we muck that up, with asphalt plants, tire dumps, polluted rivers, we'll have nothing.
Livingston	 None of the key issues or goals mention weed management.
Livingston	 I want to see connections between transportation planning and land use planning as a goal. More 
specifically, I want these two topics related to affect parts of the growth policy in regards to growth and devel-
opment.  The inter-relationship of a lot of these goals are deeply interconnected, whether these connections are 
identified as smart growth, the connection of these issues and goals should be included as a goal itself. For these 
goals to work they need to be coordinated and not only be identified as separate topics.
Livingston	 I am disappointed with the lack of presence and involvement of emergency service personnel at 
the open house.

Housing Provide for 
affordable low 
income and 
workforce 
housing

Assist with implement-
ing the strategies in the 
Gardner Area Housing 
Action Plan

?

Growth and 
Development

Protect pri-
vate property 
rights

Depends, what if one person’s develop-
ment rights negatively impact every-
one else?

Growth and 
Development

Protect pri-
vate property 
rights

When making deci-
sions regarding land 
use, uphold provisions 
of the US Constitution 
and the Constitution 
of the State of Montana 
that protect private 
property rights

Need to understand what there are!
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